
May 25, 2023 

 

Richard Baker asked me if I knew what font the first edition of Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind 

used. I directed the question to font (and other publishing nuts and bolts matters) master Andrew 

Main. Andrew responded: 

 

 

Well, that was easy. Turns out there is a colophon (a standard feature in fine book printing) at the 

end of the book (which I’d vaguely remembered to be there; I think Weatherhill books usually 

had them), which says the typeface is Monotype Perpetua:  

 

 
 

Note it says “type face” rather than “font”. The latter term, though it has been used in printing 

since the 16th century (I just learned, and that it is not related to the other meaning of “font” as a 

container of liquid, e.g. water used in a church for baptism – which I’d always wondered about), 

has until recently denoted "a set of type of one particular face and size", rather than the look 

(face) of the type family. The use of “font” meaning “typeface" has become common only since 

the graphic arts have been computerized so that anybody with a laptop can do “design" (and I 

think is somewhat frowned upon by traditional typographers). 

See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Font.  

 

Also attaching a scanned page from the book (below).  

 

 

Best wishes,  

Andrew 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fine_press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpetua_(typeface)
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