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THANK YOUANDOK! . . i
An American Zen Failare in Japan
David Chuadwirk. Penyguin/Arksna, ';

$11.95 13BN 0-14:019457-6
Hats off to newcomer Chadwick for his
engaging aceount of o nearly four-ycar
stay in a rural Buddhist temple and
pubsequent adventures in Japan. A
stickler for detail, he jota down minuti-
a¢ a8 h« tries to maks sense out of the
mix of tradition and change-—such 2
the ancient temple aftar where 500-
year-old., scrolls sit next-to o large
matchbox bearing a picture of & grin-
ning, winking Japsnese man and the
English sdvertising slogen “THANK
YOU AND OK!' Chadwick, who stud-
ied Zen for more than 20 yeors to little
avail before heading w Japan, tends to
Jean over backward to stare.at his belly
hutton, but his writer's skill 1s ‘e\ddﬂn?
in everything from skin crawling de: i
_seriptions of mukade (dreaded BOrpls
on-like insects) to a benevoient [00k &t -
takuhateu, formal monks' begying.
Scveral chapters are rib-tickling Al-
bott and Costello-type routines with
Chadwlek as straight man. None is fin-
er thun Chadwick’s day at the Driver's
License Test Building—a. remarkahle
.commentary on human endurarnce, the
unflugging courtosy. of burcaucrats i
the:face: of *what cannot be helped,” :
and sheerlunacy as when the bureau-
crat agky about the written test:he had
taken jn California **And what lan-
guage was the test wdministered in,
Japaness. or Epglish? ' The' bool ia
long and-the contusing interweaving of
Chadwick's, otwy @t the temple Hngoji
with accounts of life in the Sapanedc
'‘burba {8 unnecessary. But whenever
the reader begins to.think. about put- .
ting the book down, the writing pirks [ -
wp and one is hooked agwin. (Aug.)






