Tassajara students are building a new stone wall on the path to the Zendo.

SECONO SANOOKA! LECTURE

BY SHUNRYU SUZUKI-ROSHI

This lecture covers the following lines of the Sandokai: . . . tozai mitsu ni
ai-fusu. Ninkon ni ridon ari, do ni namboku no so nashi,”

I explained in the last lecture what the title, Sandokai, means, and about
“Chikudo daisen no shin.” Maybe it is necessary to explain about the back-
ground of this poem, about why Sekito Kisen Daiosho wrote it. Under the

Fifth Patriarch there was an outstanding teacher called Jinshu, and when the
Fifth Patriarch announced that he would give transmission to someone, every-
one thought that, of course, Jinshu would receive the transmission. But actually
Eno, who became the Sixth Patriarch, Eno who was pounding rice in the corner
of the temple, received the transmission. But Jinshu was a great scholar, and

he later went to the Northern country and became a great teacher. And Jinshu’s
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accept it. It is O.K. Eventually you will accept it. If you say, “No!" I will say,
“Go ahead. Try hard!"’ I think that is the characteristic of Buddhism. OQur
approach is very wide, and as a Buddhist you have big freedom to study; what-
ever you say, it is O.K., so “there is no Patriarch of South or Morth.” We know
this,

As Sekito said, “Ji o shu suru mo moto kore mayoli, ri ni kane mo mata satori
ni arazu; Clutching at things is delusion, and ta recognize the truth is not always
enlightenment either.” It may be enlightenment, but it is not always so.
“Clutching at things”” means to stick to things, to stick to the many things you
see, understanding that each being is different, that this is something special,

If you think so, you will stick ta it. That is delusion. But on the other hand,
even though you recognize the truth that everything is one, that is not always
enlightenment. It is just understanding by your head, by your thought, by your
thinking. Real enlightenment includes both: an enlightened person does not
ignore things, and he does not stick to things. And he does not stick to the
truth either. There is no truth which is different from each being. Being itself
is the truth. You may think that truth is something which is controlling each
being: “There is truth, like the truth of gravitation. The apple is each being, so
behind the apple there is some truth which is working on the apple and is the
theory of gravitation.” To understand things in that way is not enlightenment,
This is the backbone of the Sandokai.




