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80DHIOHAAMA'S ZEN 

The Emperor Wu built m~y temples, tfan.slated many scripturfl, and e nCJOuraged many ,.,.n 
and women to believe in the monas tic life. The E~ror thought he WIXlld attain N irvana a1 

a result af these wortts ha CJOmidared meritorious. 

'M1en Bodhidhamio came to the Empflft>r's land, the E"'4>9f0r asked, " What is the Holy 
reality? " 

Bodhidharma amwered , "E~tiness, "° Holiness.• 

1he Emperor ..iced 1J90ln, "Who are you then?" 

Bodhidharma said, "Sometning intangible (Holy reality). " 

••••••••••••••••••• 
True merit is the r""lt af pure and whole prcictl~of Z~n. Holy reality is "°t the nKuh of 

works of merit. 8eeause the Empesw'1 attitude toward l'eallty ond merit was the appaJit. of 
Bodhidharma's, he c:ould not respond to BodhldhOrma's stal9ment. 

After the interview with the E"'4>41rat_1 Bodhidharma crossed the river to the state of Wei; 
but in reality he did not leave the Entfleror. The Emperor is not always with us, but Bodhidharma 
is always in this place. Thul all the sehaQls of Z.en originate from 8odhidhorma's Zen. 

If the Emperor}~ view of ~t were c:orrect,:,lor whocn ~uld there be Holy reality? 

What is pure ond W'ro~ractlce? 


