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June 4, 81 )

Bishop Tamada
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Dear Hir:

Yo, the meditation group under Rev, Suruki, have decided
to eztablah a study center for loyman here in Ban Francisco.

This center will be feounded primarily for the purpose of
practicing meditation, studying Buddhism in general, and
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emphasizing angun'g original Zen in particular.™ ¥Fe are searching

i trreisasbbnontalowibont WALShovtt] be suited to the Amoricon
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people, mest their life situastions and therebyLrlourish on

Arerican soils This Zen can neither be over rituslistie g
lack intellectural stimulation, Affiliation with the Sotoshu of
Japan is deszirable and necessasry since we will lock to it fep
spiritual guidance and teaching of rizht meditation,

¥e roalize Lhat Yesterners meeling with Zen meditation for
the first time will be confronted with mony problems, This
@enter will provide a means to unlerstand these probelms, giving
insight into their nature and origir and the way to uliimate
frecfom, %e also realize that the way of Zen is through each
individual's effort, thereby making risht underetanding and
rizbt rractice essential, ¥e believe that the proper approach
to Jen in the West i{s *in the market place™ as sabscribed by
Huang Po; therefore, the Center's activities must be so dirccted,
It will try te nrenare pec-le Lo live a ocetic life in the gocial
conditions as tley exist, not by neratin: tie 1ife situation but

ratier briasving eut ites true nature and surrose,

Whadh 16 unwoereal 1OVTS
‘witkipnre and original Zen £rae frbm R e
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During your laet visit here, you spoke of & Zen Gekuin
for Japandse end Azerican priests and that our group would be
known as supporiters of this greup. ¥e hope that in the near
future the Center will be financially able to dH& ;S§§f4:§9*
believe that the izmediate problem is the founding of this

study center, A tree must have roots bhefore the branctes and
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future the Center will be able to support an assistant priest

at Sokoji to aid Rev, Suzuki in cur heavy training schedule,
This priest could be the forerunner of the Zen Oakuin,
Accompanying this letter are the proposed constitution and
the initial program of activites of the Center for your considerw
ation, In order to form thig Center we must incrru orate under the
L we A hatgaat J§7
California State Law,) To 4 corﬁnrate, we muet v the const{ituticen

qgké%féﬂ%%ﬂakﬂ? yuefoe.
and®he proposed name to the State of Californid for Anproval, » K'!

The nume "Zen Center" has heen chosen for (its sispliniﬁy)anx
e e

Fheound, It ean easily he found in the telephone book under "Zen®

eliminating the ifficulty we've all met with wlen initially leoking
for Sokoji. We believe that the nave stould econtain the word

ser and dencte a place of stuwiy in nglish;agif you feel it too
brief i{ @gould bLe lenstrened to "wen Puddhiet Tanter®,

#Zoen Pudidhist Ziu'y (enter” or simply "Zen Stuly Center™, %e

wait your coscurrance with thie nase before writing the State of
Califernia.
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Soen aftoy incor orvabing, w2 will he Taced will the nroblem of
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facilities 1o toume cur activitieg, =
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dzepry. In order for thiz Center to flourish, it must be bousged
in a facility wl ¢h proper Len attitude and atmosphere of
austerity and simple e¢légance, #o that poople on their initial
visit will be siruck by a space that is in harmomy with their

ivner hopes and ideslsy wmat

—c2soy we ultimately hope to huild a new facility which can house
toth this Center and the Zen Gakuiln,
Fleasze escuse us for the lengthiness of this letter, sememdor

%e hone that our intenticns are

now clecrer to youand will wait for youxr answer.
Humbly yours,

We ol aend et Wﬂu‘%t@f\”*





