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"How compicated simple things can
be sometimes and how completely

simple, complicated things."

-~ Notes From dJapan:
King Lear, the Space
of Tragedy , by
Grigori Kozintzei

Elscn B. Snow y
B.Cvho

1710 Qctavia St.

San Francisco, CA

- 4109 —_—

3
%«3 - I love the complexity the
poem makes. It may be

difficult to expose these
faltering feelings in lines,
.} k but I wanted to share some
of my surface feelings with

FoU.

D (Joshin/Pure Mind)
"The multitude of jewels mutually reflecting
their images in Indra's net is like all
phenemenon reflecting in the human body."

-—= Sokushin Jobutsu Gi

havinz seen ome buddha
he will see another
and then another,

he ¢limbs mt. brune
for its wild=-flowers
anpd broken wine-bottles

there are no trees
+0 barricade the senses
or clean skies to interfere with

jet-engines parted to the west
with the name of buddha
on the 1lips of reality

the wires overhead do not crackle
they hu in the wind
& drumbeat in the ears

here, there is no gntertainment
of mantras, dhErahis, shtras,
or sitting in the sun, quietlye

j{iw E/son B.Snow |
A% o1 A% TR ‘t)i 1
o7 SN BUROHO
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1 LETTEES RECEIVEL Irv Thomas
’ . 3056 Hillegass St,
Berkeley, CA 94705

Dear Friends:

For every issue received, I intended to respond but the time went by teo
euiftly, and there was the next! I finally (in the face of the generous note on
Black Bart) can tolerate my own wretchedness no longer.

Yes, I am an outlaw, & rebel, and more than & hobo - 2 bun, Have been &
black sheep all my life, altho before a dozen years ago I tried as hard as anyone
to cloak myself in wolves' clothing, (The wolves that James Kavanaupgh had in mind
when he wrote "There are men too gentle to live amcng wolves..."). I finally stopped
playing all the games - being 'responsible', earning & 'decent! living, getting a
'head', and without even intending to, I slowly undertook my own spiritual search.
I kind of backed into it - somebody gave me a tarot reading, someone else showed me
the I Ching, I found an early affinity with Taoism. But I guess I always resisted
this 'master' stuff, The principle made sense to me, but 1 was too quick at spotting
their clay feet.,

I jove Watts! insights, as expressed in his writings, but I recall the blurb
of praise he had written for someone else's book, (loosely guoted)s I liked this
book s0 well I couldn't put it down, and it cost me & full day's workl And I thought,
Ye Gods} This guy bookkeeps the 'cost' of a day's work? And then one day I phoned
him to get his clearance on an article, picked up from some other publication, that
I wanted to reprint in Black Bart, Reached him, finally, after three calls to his
houseboat, only to have him start chewing over the question of whether this was the
'right! version of the article, or whether he'd said it better in some other version
that was floating around... and I mean, he was serious!

Reminde me of the long~ago time I was in the actual presence of the great
Paramhanse Yogananda, bsfore anyone this side of Bombay really knew who he was. He
was glving a talk at San Franeisco's old Scottish Rite Temple on Van Ness Ave. (this
was in the mid-*40s), and I was a 17-yr old kid handling the public sddress system.
w¥hat 1 saw was a rather dour-looking old man with long black hair in some kind of
robe, looking for all the world like a grouchy grandmother, My sound-monitoring
table was right out on the floor below the stage, and before I realized it I was
literally trapped between the Paramhansa and his small audiente of not more than a
few dozen people, Up on the stage, he called for everyone to rise and begin with
some deep breathing exercises, the audience stood, and I didn't know quite what to.
do, being not quite in the audience but not very much apart from it, either. Finally,
to look as inconspicuous as possible (hal), I stood and reaised my arms with the rest.
At that moment, the Paramhansa gave me such a withering glare (for trying to upstage
him, I presume) that I don't think T'11 have an eskimo's chance in hell of ever making
it to any nirvana he has any say about.

Well, yes, they have clay feet, or they can't stay clear of the corruption of
power - as we know all too well from Jim Jones, and the recent demise of Muktananda
and Roshi Baker, and tales of many others, But I wonder if this isn't telling us
something else than what we usually conclude, Maybe several things., Does 'giving
ocurselves over' to them necessarily mean that they must be worthy? Isn't the
guestion really one of release rather than worship? A teacher is a teacher quite
regardless of his level of perfection ~ so why do we put them thusly on the spot?

continued
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continued

Sure, it's a proper concern, the use they make of our faith, our fortunes,
in some cases cur bodies - but is it our concern or theirs? I mean, 1f we are
attempting to free ourselves of the attachments, the material concerns, the links of
ego and imapge, isn't this very challenge a part of the trip?. Consider, for example,
that the two-dozen Rolls-Royces that Rajneesh has burdened himself with (yes!) repre-
sent the very successful relesse from those attachmente that went into them, by many,
many of his followers, And feel a bit of concern for the risks with karma and power
that Rajneesh has chosen to bear. (I suggest, even further, that if you cannot see
this perspective, had you not better look to your own feeling of attachment to a
Rolls Royce?).

There is something else that may be coming to light in this master/chels
business. However much we may imitate the forms, we In the west do not have the
eastern state of mind, Furthermore (allowing that there have been legitimate western
schools of discipleship), the really deep age of 1llusion and maya may be now behind
us, or moving ever more swiftly in that direction. We may have reached the point of
evolvement where we are able to progress spiritually on our own - or with the aid of
non-specific teachers, which is much the same thing.

I have had teachers, every bit as potent, I am sure, as the various ‘'embodied
masters'. When one truly, and awarely, lives by the I Ching for many years, it comes
to provide that sort of influence. When one understands the chosen vehicle of path,
be it relationship, or job, or cause, or way of being in the world (as, for instance,
poverty or chastity), then one follows a teacher. Poverty has been mine, as also
hiteh-hiking and the publication called Black Bart {and, of course, the I Ching).

And one more: the time-cycle, which I have yet to write about. Each of these has been
pursued with a devotion that has given them total reln over my ego=-self, my thinking
mind, when it's been appropriate.

What they all lead to - each one - is that Life is seen to be the teacher,
As friend Sherman Chickering puts it, everything that happens becomes 'a throw' {an
I Ching 'throw' of coins). We live in the constant flowing water of release. That is,
as long as we are willing to let it happen. We &all have our limits, of course. But
my peint 1s that the teacher no longer needs 1o be the Master. Some may still find
the Master to be the most direct route, but he holde no longer any secret that is not
available in the wide world to the willing spirit,

More than ten years apo, when I began this late-life spiritual search (in fact,
before I had consciously embarked upon it), I sat late one night in a Palo Alto pizza
parlor, in the cups of misery over some diseppointing romantic interlude, and wrote
some verse of which I shall guote as much as this closing space will allow., I seem
to have known intultively that the mere of spirit we 'seef the less we have need to-
speak of it, We don't need to keep persuading ourselves, and certainly not others.

On a big trip I'm seein!' things I never saw before
Don' even KNOWWA And it's happening so fast
Where I'm gointl and slow
and cragy
All T know is the climate's fine That I can't put it all together yet
the weather's great
the color But it's a TRIP
is beautifull Man
It's a tripl
Cn a big trip
There's a world out there And if I get thru it alive
Itve never geen! You'll never hear of me againl

C;{ﬁ - Irv Thomas
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Thank you for the current CHFL. Gung--Hzi-Fat-Choy to you and
all. And congratulations to all friends who were born in the
year of the "Tfai Chi" mouse-—-a- very auspicious year indeed!
I would like to offer a couple Chinese tidbits, a visual

calligraphy of the mouse; and an invitation to apply to our

China Study Tour in October.

Mouse(or rodent), being the first animal to appear before
Buddha on New Year's Day, generally shows a person of great
incentive and productivity, also the first to listen and
respond to wisdomjand one who knows to chew and digest

"big ideas" in practical small dosages.

Gung Hal Fat Choy are 4 Chinese words(Cantonese pronunciation)

of respect(wish you)-happiness-sprout(flower)-prosperity.

OQur first China Study Tour(Qct.9-Nov.8,1984} is specially
designed for those who have a genuine interest in the real
China. I would like to offer the opporé%ity to Cloud-Hidden
friends before we receive general inquiries. For detaills,
write or call us at Living Tao Foundation, Box 846, Urbana,
Illinois 61801. 217-337-6113 or China Worldwide Travel at
12 E. 41lst.(suite#1305), Neﬁ York City 10017,212-684-4884

Choses | 0G5 At
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FMOTES on Izeue # & §just twcy ko HOy: 012 Richard B oup
=z herein s mMore

1
there in Mass: »ou wondered zxbout wandering and =0
than you ewer wendered about:

LierDREON (Teut: from -

WEHNDER = WaNDREN (MidE) = WaeNDREIEN <01 dES
wEImd

WEMDH: to turn, wind, weave = both wynd &
WEMDIL—-AZ = UESHDSLAZ = VANDALS: the wanderers
LiabD = WaNDEMIidE) = WoHDE (Ot dE? WONDE ©Teut?
= UDHDE O0idMorselrsa supple twig
LEMND = LEMDEM (MidE>: to make one’e way or followe a path
= LIEMDSM (OIdEY Y to turn around or away
= basDJar (OldMorse?): to turn to
= LE=HTO = UERNTUS (Latr: VENTilTzate
WE-DHED = LWEDDER = WEATHER
WEMTHD = UEMHD = WVaRE; (V2 FAR
= A-WE-THMO = ATHMIZ: breath
= LE-TO = WATI (Zanscritls he bBlows
Pt "Blowin® in the

fom

ul

ng

o
1

a1l Fram WE: ¢

it

Thus WAMDER iz just z= illusive az we fee)
viina”

WONMDGER = WOMDREN (MMigEY = WUNDOR (01ZE» = WiDAR (Teutl) from -
LIEM: to desire or strive for
= LIkMSRT to geek‘ta gain thus to WIM
= WUMEM: to beco accustomed to = WONT
= PIUNER = HIJLH”
= WEMES = WERES (
VERNETI: o

= VEMUS: Tove
cuan beloved pecple = WVERNICE

= VERE = VENSRI (lat?: to hunt
= LJORO = Usia: Fores ! =1
= USNT O EEEFEF (Sanscrit foar merchani?

Pt To wonder iz to be

Thusz WONDER = more agress .
1 one desires, wiszshes,

cut inm the Jjungle active

FOTE: WaNT has & different root (ews-h = waa: emptyr, lack, withouts
Eut =11 men have alwars loved postry and alliteration: both of
these rocts are similar. The correct vowsl sound ie more precisely
the neutral sound. (Does WEN come cut of WE 73, BOGD yvears before

Christ the ccund WE & whizspered bBlown "whe"? was the wind
imitated. I “decire: what we strive for® is WE with a nzsal
ernding ‘whe-nnnn like in Ommmmd, did W mean that such decires and
their acheivement were ablawin’ in the wind, tooi ergo illusory 7

Sounde 1Tike Mawra to me.

yvay turned me on with the worg "Hamo" from [ S

aMD (29 Ananda,

to boia, It was =0 much 1ike MAME, that T just H&D TO go to work,
Herein:

MHEME = blatds (01dE? = MHate (Teutd

MOMERN CLaty: name and repute
= 0OHOFE: (Griy aleo suffixzes — onym OF ~oRi¥My D NATE

from GROSIS = GNOMON = GO to kKrow + MOM: man or individual
THUZ the Krncown cne: he who is named: the named
&GL50 an indicator such as the styiuvs on & sundial
&l one who kEnoweis o 2zt time it is), Jjudge, interpreter
= GIGHOSKEIN (Grky: intuitive, intellectuszl or esoteric

i
kKrcwl edge; apprehension of spiritual truth
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LETTERS RECLIVED 2= ?
Robert Finch

Dezr Priends:

I am in earnest expectation, sbout the spiritual growth

of all who may hear, and know, and see., I am with 8ll who are
gaining, and loaing....
A.C, and Elsa G.~ If you remember,"Imagine theret!s no God,
imagine all the people, living life as oene", =-John Lennon.
In change, there 18 creatlon and destruction. 'The transformations
at the Zen Center are necessary, and though old traditions
suffer mutation in our minds, I think a goal of loosing the
Japanese culture in Ameriean Zen, is a good cone. Bubt let us give
8 littles prayer, and respect for them both.
T.T. ZBN; A beautified meditation room. A possible devotee, whom
hclde aemething dear.
Marian and Renri. Thank you feor opening our eyes toc the Hast.
Each of us seems wound up, or running dewn in our lives, doing
our karma. What a refreshing taste of cool springwater you are.
‘Rense PIII. Sometimes its easier. Poems are easier if we let them.
We spend our first 20 years being culturally programed, snother
10 years trying to looze our programming, I0 years going nowhere,
and 20 years gebtting there. Take 1t easy. Go with the flow.
Y.M., After first reading you, I thought you were offendecd by
my words. But, I see no distinotion betwsen I and Thou, us and
them, I plead innocence. I have the right to be critical, or
pralising of you/me, us/them, or be silent. I want & lawyer.
E.B. Snow: Covered in stardust

the sun's rays struck

the Rarth chord,

And Life sounded in the Silence.
JoeL. I am still laughing. What & joke! The secret is that there
is no seeret,.. I love it., That really made my day.week? monthZ?...e

P.5. y Sometime later:

My thoughts have been as many places as I hawve been, since
last I wrote, but my heart greets you all with joy....

From Louisiana to Los Angeles, I am still in transit here
in So. CA. 8nd so my thoughts have transitioned from glerious
overtones of inflated religousphantasms, to where will my next
meal come from7....8reaking the bonds of yesierday, and living
free for today. Though no meal is free.

ICUROK., I E U R OK 2,
I think that because of the ability to "repent® that ihe

exercise of repentance brings on the creative/destructive
dualism of art. I think such, because for the first time in
2 years, 1 have picked up brush and palatte knife, and
impressionistically layed down some paint onm the canvas. Although
I dontt think that this will last long, the whole experience
has been inspiring.

I don't want to take much more of your time. 5o you take
your own time, and do something with it,..

TAT Tvam AsI,

914 N. NAOMI ST,
BURBANK, CA. GI5U5 Aobert C. Finch
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b . Ananda Lalenberg
?/U{ 75% Lin ivenue
5.Fe, Ch G421

Lear Fellow o Boes:

I 5till look nostalgically back to the old days of the beatnik era.
I think Kerouac's the "Dharma Bums'" does somehow convey the spirit of
those days. There is also an interesting account of a meeting between
kKercuac, Ginsberg, Orlovsky and L.T. Suzuki in New York, told by Kerouac:

1 rang Mr, Suzuki's door and he did nct answer.

—~—suddenly I decided to ring it three times, firmly and slowly, and
then he came—he was a small man coming slowly through an old
house with panelled wood walls and many books—he had long
eyelashes, as everyone knows, which put me in the mind of the
saying in the Sutras that the Dharma, like a bush, is siow to take
root but once it has taken root it grows huge and firm and can't be
hauled up from the ground except by 2 golden giant whose name is
not Tathagata—anyway, Doctor Suzuki made us some green tea,
very thick and soupy—he had precisely what idea of whar place I
should sit, and where my two other friends should sit, the chairs
already arranged--he himself sat behind a table and looked at us
silently, nodding—1I said in a loud voice (because he had told us he
was a little deaf) “Why did Bodhidharma come from the West?"—He
made no reply—He said, “You three young men sit here quietly &
write haikus while I go make some green tea”—He brought us the
green tea in cracked old soupbowls of some sort—He told us not to
forget about the tea—when we left, he pushed us out the door but
once we were out on the sidewalk he began giggling at us and
_puinting his finger and saying “Don't forget the tea!”—I said “I
would like to spend the rest of my life with you"—He held up his
finger and said

“Sometime.”

e e e o o e o B e S o B i i S D T T B e S e o e o e e e e S P T - o e e am S e e 3 e e e T o e

A NOTE FROM BRECKENEIDGE
Bridge Breckenridge is on a cross-country ''Walk for the Earth'" along with
35 others. They have often camped on lndian reservations. 3Bridge reports this
interesting item to us Ho Boes: "Iid you know that 'Ho' is the expressicn of
agreement, support, respect used in American Indian ceremonies'?
Ho !

By the way Bridge has his begging bowl out, hoping to receive a bit of rice
now and then so that he will be able to complete the walk. The group belongs
to no particular political persuasion. They would rather express their concern

for the Ekarth by this walk,
His address while on this journey is 1315 Spring Etreet, Calistoga, Ci

.Calif. 9L515 . Note also his letter in this issue.

AsLw, HRditor




Letters Lkeceived . Norman Moser .2?/,

- 2110 9» St B,
A DIFFRRENT SENSIBILITY, A LIFFERENT PLACE Berkeley, CA

54710

An Ixcerpt from a Book in progress,

"Mysticism from the Inside Out!

As we entered the town from a westerly angle, 1t eproared to be
completely at one with distant mountains, So rounded and flowing
wére the buildings that they hardly appeared to be different from
nature, The town seemed to deliberately blond itself with the tere
pain; the purplinzg polkad hills and forceful backdrop rcsa,

Tho usual idlera sgat dozing on the plaza, Even & slespy vil-
laze may have problems, bit from the lools of thing=s it was goinz
to bo like bathlng at an ancient; 8t111 potent, spring. We éros-
-ued the plaza and continued easterly, where we found a pocket of
town which was an almost exact duplicate of tie villnoge on the pla-
zals west sido: curving roads, sloping hillm, bemutiful brown or
white or bluo adobe houses., Beocause of thelr lowlng hend-shapcd
feminine farma, all the houscs resorbled cathodrals or torples,
which 1s precisely the rovorse of the si uetion .in most Anglo towns,
A Tew bulldinzs in the vioiniﬁy of the plaza had two or three sto=-
rieé, and even most of them resemblod palaces or momments instead
of officisl buildings, o

As we inohed forward in tho car, we saw lights chailgmg and
know thmt Bunset was moer. Finally wa;parked the ear and started
off on foot up one of the nearby hills, Walkine was much more con-
fortable, The roada were now dirt anyway. Wo walked along, not in
the least knowinz where we were golxg, ard not carinz, After ewhile
wo stopped aml sab down in & large opsn ares, hoping to zet a tfoa-
sured visw of town from the hill, It was the last how of light.

PBut from this spot we could hardly tell a town was below ua, 80
oloscly had the toum blonded with earth, hills, brush and the few

acattered troecs. Ab firaﬁ this irritated us simply bocause wo

9"‘13 rentinaend




continued

Rt

werontt accustorwd to it, But a3 wo realized ths subtlety of such
beauty as this, we ot o like it, end tho lo%ar’we stoyed in that
part of the cowntry, ths more we likead it,

At length we thogght we would lock for our frierd's house,’ We
met en o0ld Chicano man eominz up the hill in tho slowcst kind of
deliberate dahce. Ho tol us that the street whera our f‘r-:!.'ands
lived wns on top of the meaa.; and told us how to zet there., Wo
were surprisod that the town went up the mesa t‘oo, and on the way up,
discovered that there wore two rnore complete villazoes on the top of the
sides of tip masa; and one of them roseibled very little the rest
of town. It had the usual équq.rc-shaped house?s, each very like the
othor, no brcathing space fa* houses or yards, with lapze apartment.tv
house projocts bluntly put UP" ‘hero ard thore, This was certalnly a
different sonsaibility at work--of eold, hard, sguarsdeolf modern
temper, Here all t}}e forma had odges, elroles became squarss, theo
river stopped ghort, |

- We reached our friends! attrcetive bungalow a llttle aftor sun-
sst, Later we learncd tlat the new part of town was where thoe Ange
los and Anglicized Chicanos lived, We couliln't help smriling.

Trouble is, I can't reccall what towm this was, Could it be Tu-
owicari, or was it Santea Roaa; Santa Fe or Santg Daningo? Or was

it 8 towmn I dresmod? Perhapa someone can tell o,

Norman Moser
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Letters Keceived
On the Cross-country

] l VLY n Tr . - [~
WALK FOR THe EARTH Bridge Breckenridge

1315 Spring Street
Celistoga, CA 94515

Dear Friends:
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