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Moments
with a Zen
master

To Shine One Corner

0f The World: Moments
With Shanryu Sezvki

By David Chadwigk
(Broadway Books), §16.95,
144 pp.

Leave it to the spiritual
ieaders of the world to rec-
ognize the beauty of para-
dox. Letting go. go with the
fiew -— how ean these atri-
tudes jexd to enlighten-
ment? Go ahead and try to
answer this. What s the
e — saund af one

- hand  clap-
pinz’

Conun-
driuns that
can’t be an-
swered niay
excie Irus-
trasion, but

PEPRER"

Ara there tg a Jdif-

ference be-

Tayler tween a
R

philosopher

and a4  spintualist. The
philosopher. through nienial
oymunastics. will gy 1o ascer-
fain the correct answer o
the question. The spiritualist
will recognize the ego play
:im'oived. and go about his
Gusiness.

The value of conundruras
is that there is nig right an-
swer to ger boxed inte, This
is5 @ cornerstone of Zen Bud-
diism and its  mystical
Taoist antocedent. In the
ego-centfered Wesr, whers
intellectual grasp is a prized
Lossession, paradox can be
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mistaken for oevosiveness, or
plun foolish ipnorance

David Chadwick, in his intro-
duction ro this lovely bouk of an-

‘eedoies about Zen master Shun-

ryu Suzuki. tells us that Suzuki
meved from Dis native Japan to
“an Franciseo in 1559 to minister
to a Japaness American congre-
gation in Japantewn on Bush
sStreet, That may have been his of-
fieial assignment, but his real
mission “wa more than what his
liosts had i mind for him.”

*He brought his dream of intre-
Jitcing to the West the practice of
the wisdom and enlightenment of
the Buddha,” Chadwiek writes,
and to that end. Suzuki founded
rhe first Buddhist monastery for
VWestam practitioners in the West-
orn world. Zen Mountain Center
at Tassajara Springs was estad-
lished in Monterey County in
15967, Two yeuars later. Suzuki
founded the residential San Fran-
cico zen Center

Chadwick met Shunryu Suzuki
in San Francisco in 1968, when he
bezan his Yfelong comuminmenst to
the practice of Zen Buddhism.
Cuampiled in rhis book are quora-
ricns und masims he has colleet-
ed aver tiie Last 38 vears as tald
oy many of Suzukis ornginal
Anenican students.
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They are artangesd a bit like po-
cify. one anecdote on every page
of the book, with an eye ta thair
refevance and to brevify. The
longest of the remembrances
measures a brzef 100 words, no
maore, and most of them are half
again as short as that

The effect is delightful and wel-
come, very refreshing, unchis-
tered and Hzbtening, the very of-
feet Zen meditation hopes to ad-
vance for us.

Many of the stories are funny.
Some are fierce in their rerninder
of life’s temporal nature, Most il-
luminate the great beauty and
wisdom and humor of paradox.

Ordained as a Buddhist priest
by Suzuki himself in 1971, David
Chadwick is also the auther of
the Suzuki bicgraphy, *Crooked
Cucumber.”

His love and respect for the
Zen priest is evident in the care
he has taken wirh these memo-
ries They do shine light, and
more than just on one small cor-
ner of the world.

Arg Tayior raviews books for The
Bellingnam Heraig.




