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T H F. INTEf.<.VIEW WITH 

1!i'.' t<M '1§': -r
(HG ll 0 0 31 0) 

MR • . MASAJI 

. . , 

.. - .. · ... .... . 
"ore's the trauslntlon of the intervie~ rith Mr. ~asaJl Vamada abo ul 
S '11.11k .i. r.<liih~,, 

\ 
as\ociati~ns in '.;~c ... 

ABOLr MR.YAflAOA 
the ·,:ellanin' (s;io11sot) 11f R.instiii1 

- the ·~adai' (representatJve) of neighbourhood 
are a. " t, e re R in;, o i I ! i. s i; j tu at. e d • 
79 ·yeHs old 

His graodfalher ~as a village chi~f when the area was a village, 
(lt i~ 'ncw a part of Y~izu city,) ' ·. , .. 

- His faui l~ ~as tJe history that iA older th~h . Ri~soin~ , · · ~f · 
' I ·1 

- · The i rrtervie~ cas done i ~ his farmhouse) ~hic h 11~~ relatively larte 
in th3 ne 1g~bour~oo d. 

~ . ~ ·'." . . . -

(F 1'" I (Kyo<o j "' '""' · "" '""o•e :~ " . :, e r:v ie11 ., a"nd 
111 a 1' ha t S u 7.11 k i r o s id h a :I a c h i e v e d i n t h e 

1 

S ~ : ~ ., . -· ·· · 

.. "< .l 

' 

YAMADA 

l t h o 1.1 i;; h t c f d c c l i ri i n g t U s i :; t e r v l e <11 a It e r I g h y o u r c: a 1 J. b e(c au s e I . . 
do n' t. r 011 c •~ b :l r · 11111 c: h about Shun r y u "7:s an ,•-- ·. _. · ~ .. '\. . ·.; 

<iiycko: l wouJ.d :ql;i -r..~c .inte to ·hear any lH t~e th .;..ng , you reme.11ber about 

him. A~y dirsthand infor~atioM •vould , be appreciated.> 

.He •as guite forgetful. 
(1eonk' s bag) and /i0n' t 

return it to ~insoi~. 

He 111ould leave his hat or l:i.s 'zutab~kuru· · -

coa1e . :oe.f~'i~-2~~~( he had left, so · we had to 

·' :;o ,. 
He ~as a gentle\ perso n; C:idn' t .seem particularly a11 b.illo.us, . There ' 

~as nolhlug nas\y n~out hiM . ~ 

l~o" so1H1 yea!'.:s after tho '<lar, the life at Rlnso·in 11ust ·have bJ:n hard,
1 

They ~ere borrow.i~g ~one y and athar ~hings, which lhey were too poor 
t.;. r e 1n;~. 

It's admirable tha t they have . ~nueged to u verc ome lt all. 
T~e~ put up and took caro af '~hool children froru Tokyo and ~oldi ers 
dJ:-inir. th (\ 11ao, 
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L heard Shunr~u-~~, tau~ht English at 'chugaku' (which corresponds to 
senlur hi•h school jn th~ pastiar nducallanal system) Romnwhnrr . in 
Shi~uoka Fr•f8cture eithor bofore or during ths war. 

1~ those days priD3ts weren't so worldly as they are today, 
to be ma~e decent. 

They ·Jsed 

He always talked s~i~i~gly, 

Hi~ toucher, Sa-on-san led a perfectly ~onoRtin t1fe. 

Both Shunryu-A~n a~ci So-on-san recl~ed sutra weJi. 
t he11 pr<'la<.'hed. 

But, neitter of 

Th~y were pri~Mt1 as priests should be, ~e could feel their humanity. 
Th~y dDvotcdly ~allowed the religious path in al~ aspects of life, 
For ~xa~ple, the y i1lked ~her•ver they wenl. 

Shunry~-san was an ordinary priest. 

<K: Do you remember anyL~in1 about the ra:hatching af the roof of 
llinsoin?> 
N(,ighbours ca/Jlt) to •<:irk. Pe.o;olc used t:i- · 1o1ot·k hard and help one 
~nocher in a rurnl c om~unity (like this area) in those days. 
Sh~nryu-ean did hoavy l~bour, too. 
T~ a ~ch ~as Gtar~d in thn attic every year (for the rethatching that 
~as don~ every fe~ year5), 

<K: Do you knc• if Shunryu-san had any deciples?> 
~alL ••• tbero 1ere one or t~o monks practicing at Rinsoi~. 

There ~as an unsui ~ho ~as practicing at a s~all te~p!e nea~~Y for :en 
year$. lhe r=acticn ~onkg did those days ~as hard and striot, Thay 
~ould get up very early in the morning and wipe the f:oar vith n WA~ 
el o th, 

<K: 1've beard d1nkas objected Shunryu-san's go~ng to tte StaLes.> 
~ell, T don't know about it. T think it ~as :athAr that Shunryu-san 
t. o c k ll d v a n t n g f! of Sh u r.1 u c b o ' ::; .:- e q u e s t t o w o r k i n t h e St a t e s i n o.r d e r 

to f~~r ~ro~ troubles hs •as enco~c:eri~~ here. Oankas were criticizing 
h11 for haiin& an nffatr/ailairs. Ho ~idn't make it secret. He would 
ga do•2toon and have a good time. It ~as ~idely known. Dankas ~ere 

no: very ha?PY, about lL. So, hn might have thought his deslgnition 
for the abbotship of tna temple in San Francisco was a good chan:o 
for him tu &~~ a~ay from it all. ~lso, ther~ had been that incident 
which had h u ~p d n~~ to his wife, 
not p, u 1. It y. 

The unsui who att~cke ci her 1as f o und 
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I'~e huurd Shunr~~-san Rtampnd hiR foot (uith mortifica:ion?) uhe~ 

he nt.ihed bai;k to Hinsoin and saw his odfc . hing, , That incidP.nt ;nit:ht 
h~uo contrib~ted ta bis decision to go to the States as we:l. 
That wa•an ~he hnvn recently como back from the St~~es ls n~t legally 
ll lHrind to !iii, i.H. ' t she? l.lhat' s her family name? !t' s not Su:.:Jki, 
.is H? 

<K: l understand th8y hnd got 'nrrlcd just before Shunryu-s!~ left 
f~: the States. ~itsu-san w~nt to San Francisco to joi~ h~m a f~~ 

yonrs later, I'va heard ~ hat ~ome people who used to k ~cw ha: as a 
kind e rgarten dir6~tor still call her Matsuno sensei, but she is 
'N~s.Suzuki' now.> 

I see. It's H strange coin c idence, but T mat her in Umegashi1a o~s~n 
(a hot-spring resort in Shizuoka City) ~hile I was staying there for 
recupera:ion for one month just after tho W<lr. ~hen she sam [e at a 
mee:illK at Kl~aaln the other day, she recognized ·me and greeted me. 

0 11 : 1113 ;c ha ~ ~ , S h u 11 r ;,i u - s a n " a s a g e n t l c <i n d u n "<l l f 5 s h 111 a n , q u i t e i r e e 

fron: 1111;;rJ.ce, 

___ ;·------·· ---~--: ~ -------------------- - ------ -~----------------~-~ - -

Kyo ko Furuhas:ii 
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