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R A5 —THR INTERVIEW WITH MR. MASAJI YAMADA

Deur Bavid,

Here's the transiation of the interview vith Mr.
Suzuki roshi.

. .

ABOLT MR, YAHAJA
= the “sewvanin’
- the ‘szodai’

{azonsoc) of Rinsoin

area where Rinsoln is situated
- 79 years old

(representative) of neighbourhaod a$§GCldt10nS 1n the

L
G N

Nasaji Yamada aboul

‘

) ..

- His grandfalher wes a viliage chinf when the area was a village.

(It is new @ part of Yeizu city.)

~ Hig fawily tas tae history that is older than .Rinsoin,- -3 o 1?
~-The interview vas donre in his farmhouse, whlch was re]af1va1y larze

in th2 nefgitourhead, -

{Flrst I (Kyowo) explained the purpose of th
uo vhat Suznki roshi had wchisved in the State

By
L

I thought eof declining this 1.LerV1ew after I gét
don t rewanbor such about Shuaryussangqs

[N Nk

e L

{fyckot 1 would approninfe to hear .any little thing . you -emember about
him. Any firsthand information vould.be asppraciated,> e

He vas quite forgetful,

{wonk’s bag) and dién’t comewbagg’fogﬁgﬁif'he had

return it to Rinssoin, S

Lidn’t seew particularly
&

vas nolhing nyagy about him,

¥

He vas & gentle person.

Foy somes vears afte; the var, the life at Rinsoin
‘They vere borrowing money and cether things, vhich
te repay. : i ’ :
It's adwirable that they have nanagzed to avercone
Taey put up and took care of =ahool children fron
during the war,
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He would leave his hat or kis ‘zutabukuro' =

your call bd@ause I

1 —— "

P

left, so we had to

N -
e G

ambilious., .There - ‘-\\;;\\

~.
~

S y .
wust -have bdﬂn hard,
Lhey wereo toae poorv

it all.
Tokyo and soldiers
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[ heard Shunvyu-zav taught English at ‘chugeku’ (which corresponds to
sunior high scheol in the postwar aducalicnal system) somcwbere. in

N

Shizuoka Frefecture eithor bofore or during the war,

Tn those days priosts weren’l so vorldly as they are toduy, They used 5
to be wmore decent.

Shunvyu-san wzs 4 menr of wild nature. He always talkod smilizgly. .
His teacher, Sc-on-san led a perfectly monastic 1ife,

Both Shuntyu-san and So-on-san recilted sutra weli. But, neither of
them praached.

They vere priecsts as priests should be., Y4e could feel their humanity,
They devotedly “ollowved the veligious path in 3l aspects of life,

For example, they valked chlierever they wenl.

Shunyryu=-san was an crdingry priast,

<X?:.Do you remeumber anytling zbout the rezhatching of the rool of

Rinsoin?) -
Neighbours came to work. Pedple gused tz-work hard and help one

[ snother in a rural community (like this area) in those days.

Shunryu-gan did hoavy labour, too. . ¢

Theich vss sbtered in tha attic every ysar (for the rethatching that

vas done every few years), ’

<K! lio yeu kacwe if Shunryu-san had any deciples?>

Uell,,.therc uere ong or twe monks practicing at Rinsoin,

There was an unsul who was practicing at a2 small temple neardy for ten’
years. lhe practice monky did those days vas hard and strizt, They

“would get up very early in the morning and wipe the floor vith a wet
cloth,

<K% T’ve hwvard dankas shjected Shunryu-san’s going to the Stales.>
Boll, T don't know about it, T ihink it wvas rather that Shunryu-san
teck advantage of Shupucho’s request to vork in the States in eorder

te fire From troubles hs was encounzering here, Dankas wers crilicizing
hit for having an affair/alfairs. Ho didn’t wake it secret. He would
go dovatoun and have a zood time, It was widely kncun. Dankas vere
noT vary hadpy. aboul ii. So, he might have thought his designation
for the abbotship of thse temple in San Frauncisco was a good chance
for him tv gev asway from 1t all. Also, there had been that incident
which had happened to his wife, The unsui who attacksc¢ her was found
net guilty.
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I've heard Shunryu-sanr atamped his feet (with mortificazion?) vher
he rushed back to Rinsoin and saw his wife lying, . That incident aight
have contributed to hisg declsion to go to the States as wvell. -
That wowman whe have recently come back from the Staies is not legally
married to lin, isr’t she? VWhat’s her femily name? Tt’s not Suzuki,
lg iL? )

{4: L understand they had got warricd just before Shunryu-san left
32 ths Sktates. MNitsu-san went to $an Francisco to join him a few
vears Jater. I've heard Chal some people who used to knce her as a
kindergarten directeor still call her Malsuno sensei, but she is
“Nra,Suzuki’ naw.? o

I see. It’s a strenge coincidence, but T met her in Umegashipa Onsen
{4 hot-spring resort in Shizueka City) while I vas staying there for
recuperazion fol one month just after the war., WVhen she sav npe at @
meeting at HRinsoln the nther day, she recognized me and greeted ma.

0o the whole, Shunryu-san vas a gentle and unsalfish wan, quite free
fror avarice.

Kyokoe Furuhasai
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