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Roshi with eh:oldren at RLnsoo•in, 1950 

Women came to do ~azen ar talks on zei;, in the new 
meditation hall to:r laymen-once a week •. ~· 

G - ....... , ... 

Suzuki Roshi•s first wife. Until 1940 she lived at Zooun•in 
With her two children. fhe first. woman in 2.SO years to live at 
Rtnsoo-in1 her third and fourth children were bom here, though the 
youngest dattlthter died of an illness. In 1952 a travelling monk 
appeared at tins&<>--in at mici-w:t.nter. Roahi suggested. he stay and 
practice With the three other 70ung boys there practicing though 
not full monks. The children remember that his eye•c"w•re frightening. 
In March, after haV:lng been then .. 1,A.bout three months, unexpectedl.1' 
in a tit he killed Roshi' s wife dth an axe. Ria son recalls Roshi 
telling the children; tt You must not have an7 resentment or malice 
for this bo7,u The boy later went to a mental hospital. 

0 

A 2 at Sekiun-inj the parent 
tem.,.e o a.in. D.Lsciples at 
Seki'un.in buil in 500 years 
ago. Roahi With abbots o un-in•a 
(\ 

1952 at Sekiun•in whose monks 
built R:Lnsoo-:tn ;oo yea.rs ago., Abbots 
of j Sllh-rtemples meet at the parent 
t.eaple. In. t.ae~Hwad woo4en statues 
of the tounder of the temple and famous 
abboP• 

Letta.At Rinsoo-in 1955. Mending 
a bNken hibachi. Roshi is 50 years 
old. 

1958. Shortl.3' before leaVing for America. 
Rosbi remarried in Deoember 1968/after having 
lived u.nma:rried for six reus. Atter the war~> 
Roshi had worked very hard to reopen the kinde~· 
garten near R:t.nsoo-in. through children•s edu-
cation he hoped to toster Buddhism. A lady was 
inVited from the nearby large city of Shizuoka 
to head the reopened school. She had children 
other.own an.d her husband had died during the 
war. t'tOkv.$9.!1" and Roshi were 11u!lrried. When Roshi 
went to .America alone in 19581 ''okuaan•• took can 
ot h•r own children and Rosh.i s first Wite•s 
mother took care of his four children. !here were 
no monks or disciples at Rinsoo--:tn. 
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With two mo~s from Kasuisai., a Zen monastery near Zooun-in 
where Rosbi would go to give talks on Buddhism to the monks. Long 
sleeves, wood geta. 

At Zoou,n•in, 1934, at the time ot his first marriaie while abbot 
of Zooun-in,, With his bride to his right. In front kneeling is Roshi•s 
mother. At just about this same time Roshi's master died. 

1937 with the next abbot of Zooun-in. In 19~, April 23, Roshi 
became the ..;6th abbot ot R:Lnsoo•in 

At Rinsoo-in, 1938. 

Looking at a new building at Zooun-in, 1938. 

Gathering for talks on the Shobogenzo by K1ahizawa Ian Boahi, center. 

.. Gathering for talks on the Shobogenzo by Kishizawa Ian Rosh1, 
centei-1 at ·· Rtnsoo-in. Kishiza.wa Ian Roshi was well known in his time 
as a Zen master and Dogen scholar who stressed a deep and caretul 
study of th• ntras• After Gyokujun Soo-on died in 1934, Roshi began 

~ds::::t!~i:nt!::~!!.Kt&1;if"'4oi-~rfifll1o?feltlJ.'d his lectures 

ii Midwinter 1943. Wartime. Melting down the . temple bells into 
weapons.~ A tlagt mochi and plum. trees • . In 1941 all Japanese includ
ing priests took the war phy'sical examinations• Roshi was not eli-· 
g!tile £4,nce h• was too small and his constitution weak• In March 
1944 u rrwan:t to Manchuria; then under Japanese eont:tal• . tor a short 
time to bui.ld 11 temple in a Village called Shizuoka;. Catching the la.st 
train back to Japan before the war ended1 he barely escaped being 
taken prisoner ot war• · 

0
. . A.fte~ the war1 1946, Y.Lth p~ .. 

iehoners and Yi.llagers,. A stone list
ing the npes of the war dead was moved 
to R1nsQ•"'iin . ., (front row left of center) 

Right t. 194 7 at a waterfall in 
Shizuoka prefecture. In travelling 
monks clothiJtg of straw sandals, tied. 
up leggings and staff with rings• 

0 

In l947t replacing the old straw roof on themaiti building at 
Mnsoo-in• The aamCJ year Roshi opened a hall tor laymen to come and 
practice zazen. 

'.. Gathering tor a weelt,..long practice sessions zazen and daily 
lectUJ1es on •:Recei'V'ing the Precepts" by Kishieawa Ian Roshi 1 seated 
in :front, center. (Noir:l Roshi, fiose fr.tend of Suzuki RosM is 
tourth row• tar left. ~, 

. . 



Vlith Philip Wilson in San fitancisco. '.t'he ceremony ot becoming 
abbot ot Soo:tto-jiJ M&.1 22.1959 

At Sooko-ji With Taltashina Roosen, 1961• Kanchoo (highest 
position) of the SOto sect in Japan. 

At Sooko-ji 

At Haiku zendo, Los Altos 

Pictures ot R:t.nsoo-in. 19?1 
a. aerial Vie• 
c~ .rtew trom approaching driveway 
•• bell tower 

At HaikU zendo 

b. inside th• zendo 
d. front Of the D1Un hall 
e. gravey.rd; Roshi•s ashes here 

• ,~ith "Ok1u~an" 1 1969. Retired as abbot o 7 ·· R'l.i\soo-;n · ·· · ·· . 
11th \ .. _/ 

With "0kusan"• In 1969 Roshi 
ret:lred as abbot of sooko•j1 to de.
vote full time to 'lassajara and Dai
--hoaatsu zendo. In 1910 i•ffper•s 
.Hin.!l published., Receive &nlgfiest 
'iiiii" of robes1 yellow, gondai lcy'ooshi, 
presented by the Soto sect in Japan. 

His three Dharma heir.at Hoichi 
.Suzu.kit 0. kamoto Shooko ot Zooun.in, 
Richard Baker, Roshi of Zen Center. 




