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Buddhism is, maybe, rather difficult to understadd, for you
because Buyddhism is not monotheksm or Panthism. This is...
Buddhism is something different from your understanding of
religion. Tt mav be better to consider...to accept Buddhism
something quite different from your understanding. It looks
like panthism, but in Buddhiem also there is several wavy of
believing im our life

somethirg 1ike Pantheism because we say evervthing has Budiha
nature so in this point Byddhism is pantheism, but we do not
emphasize ,...concentrate...our religion is not concentrated on
object of worship rather than subject of worship sgo..I don't know
what to say...it may be better to forget all about idea of atheism
or pantheism or monotheiem. because we don't know what to say...
what catagory Buddhism ean be put. In cur belief we do not
emphasize the objeet of worship rather dhan...and we emphasize
the subjieet of worship. We, ourselves is Buddha, and Buddha is
not some particular objeet of worship. We, ourselvez are Buddha.
Thiz is the ﬁg%*?iﬁfﬁffdﬁﬂ roint. Butto put emphasis on subject
of worship does rot mean to emphasize ecogentered idea. In this
sence, after vou understond various'religions you ¢an understand
Pudihism....z2fter starting from some point of the eircle..,going
or and on ar? when vou ccme baek to the starting point...that

is Ruddhism.... ‘ '

then your country becomes Buddha country....

before you come back to the starting point, everything you saw

is not our,religion.’_gfter you come back Lo the starting point...
that is Buddhism. So we do rot emphasize any particular dhings.
If vou ¢ome back to Ameriea you will understand everything and




....whether we put emphasis on object of worship or subject of
worshiD.. e

+e..80 in this way there are many ways of believineg in Buddhism

but the three ways shonld ...is actually should be one, That is
wrhy Ruddhism i=s something different from other religioprs. One
attitude...one wav of observing god include the other two. So

there is no independent...gompietely independent sehool in Buddhism.
The ...each school emphasize one point, but the other school's
Ydidviewpoint is ineludede, or else that is not B uddhism. One
jneludes the others. The zen school puts emphasls on ourseves
«+sWho practice so each one of us is Buddha. We are Buddha,

Thig is rather difficult to accepting. So we szay, "Zen Budshism

" is verv essv to understand intelle-~tually. T+ ig not difficult to

understand, but it is difficult to believe in it completely. W&
carnot aceept ourselves as Buddha. This is very difficult point.

B ut intellectuallv each one of us is Buddha. That is guite true.
Ryt emotionally, or actually we cannot aeccept ourselves as Buddha,
or we do not liks to aceept ocurselves as Buddha. If wé are Buddha,
we think we should behave, Tt is rather inconvenient for us, but
iptellectually it is quite true. We ean accept it intellectually
put it is not so convenient for us to accept it actually. We wanb
t0o escape from it always, 8o this is our weak point...those who...
for those who believe in ourselves as Byddha. Yechiland’ sect .
believe in DRarma...teaching., This is guite easy to aceept it. But
we have co many seriptures so it is almost impossible to undérstand
alll the seriptures. so this is pretty diffieult so founder of
Neichidland cect seldeted one seripbure , but intellectually thig

is preftv hard to accept,..why ore seriptureis so important, and
chy vot the others. Thig is rather diffiecult to accept it. And
just to helieve in the absolute existence which is Buddha is Shin
achool, Tn Ameriecay Shin sehool is most «+:800Ng Japanese people
in America, the Shin school is the most eommon scheool. But for
them the practiece is quite easy, but it is rather diffieunlt to
believe in it...s0 thetr way is Jjust to reeite Amida Buddha's name.
..shutting their eves...because it is very difficult to believe in




it so. it may be better to shut your eyes. This is thefr way. This
is quite good, but the ways are different, but as BRuddhism we have
universal understanding. Anyway it is not easy for us to believe
in.Why it is go diffiecult for us to believe in it is we ...our
standvoint is wrong. Beeause when we believe in religion we want
gsowe atvantaze of ocur religion. We want to utilize Buddhism’in our
evaryday Yife, So this point makes it difficult to believe in
religion.‘because this is #BddY¥dopposite . 8o the founder of our
sehool emphasized to take opposite attitude,,.not starting fronm

our usual understanding of religion, but starting frem ...but to
take the opposite direction...not from starting this world to the
religion, but to start from religion to this world. In short, we
shan’d accept...we should start from death...not from this world...
but from death,...starting point of our religion is to ...not to |

forget we will die somethimg. PFror that point we should start to

nnderstand°3$ervday life. 8o if we ignore the faet that we will

Aie pretty soon you cannot believe in any relgion completely. Be-~
cauce we are seeking for truth, but truth is not just for vourself,
Truth is for evervone., Truth does nd ignore each éxistence but

the trmth is not for some particular person. S0 as long as your
relimior is bhased on vour short life...sevety vears or eichty years...
there is absudity. So we earnot believe in religion ecompdetely.

Q0 i1€# we want to believe in religicn/d%ﬁﬁl¢#dlf/ we should completely
forget 311 ourelves and weitake the quite different viewpoint '
intellectually and emotionally. If so, we should not start relgious
Tifa from thig viewpoint, hut from other viewpoint. WNot afterlife,
hut when we do not appear in this world we should start religion.

We shou'd take viewpoint of death...then we can understand our
relgion completely. If there iq some gap between death...between

the understanding of ...based on,death and our usual understanding

we shcu’d practice zen. ?bat is. why we practi@e zen. We do not

practice zen to attain some stage, but to accept the teaching

with any vrejudice. That 1s how we believe in our religlon. So

we emphasize the transcendency of the world and we emphaelze the

fact that we will die nretty soon. Refore. ..we sheu‘d accept this

pg%nt fipst of" all and eur‘study basea on this fact. %e sheuld n@t
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trv to utilise Buddhism to our life. If you want to...if vour
attitude is based on utility you will not attain Nirvana., ¥e
do pot ignoredy our life, but we should take right point...right
viewpoint and we should accept truth as the truth. When we
sccept the truth as it is,‘we cannct accépt the viewpcint based
on this 1ife only, Our selfish idea should be ignored. Then we
éan understand Buddhism. Apd truth we accept as Buddhists.is not
the truth we aecept as seientist, of course. B yt even though we
‘are nnot seientists the truth is truth for everyone. 1In this point,
ceience =and Buddhism is quite same,;.;eXactlyvthe'same@ But to
accept,..to,..for seientist...1 |




