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Sokoji and Zen Center a re. two organizations that have 

many things in co~:1.rri.on, no s t i mportantly, the s haring of a 

1 . . , ·1 h COi':'J,1on re i gious p ni o sop y. Yet, there e :dsts dee!_)-se.ated 

friction 2.n<l tension bet't·:een the t wo. Sokoji is a Soto Zen 

Bcddhist TeLnole in San Francisco that \·ms founded in 1934 by 

f - " ' a gro~p o issei-. Zen Center was established ten years ago 

by the p resent Zen :-laster when int~rest in Zen Buddhisiil 

ai:-.ong wh.i tcs was first a rousec: , which uas re.vealed by the en-

thusiasm shmm in the Zen Z..:~ster' s lectures in English. The 

Ze::. :.:as te:r ; Shunryu Suz:.:ki ?.os hi, then tool: on the. heavy res-

ponsibilities o f t h e r;ui dClnce of two groups. Since t hat ti:r.e 

Suzu~i ~o3hi h~s been the shnred teacher o f bo th h i s Jaoanese 

con:;re~c:i.tion and h i s Zen Center students . Three other r>ries ts 

hnvc since. come f r orn. Japan to h e l p t he. ?..oshi uith cne or bo th 

of the grou;is . Ee.sides th.P.. sh:>.rin~~ of t he Zen ~<o.s t e.r and the 

instructo1~s, , the. two or;~2.nizations a l s o share. the Tem~le . 

Le.gully the buildin~ i s oi;·rn e.d by the Japanese con;:;regntion 

but it i s use<i by both , by the. Ja;ianc.se. fo r Sundl'.y services 

a nG 11eeting s , an6 by the Zen Center f or d3ily periods o f zazen3 

and l ectures. 

The. ci tuat ion C:.oe.s not see.-:\ to :·.rarrant ser i ous confl icts 
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but they do exist. The basic trouble is the. t ther e i s al:-.i.ost 

no inte r a ction betwee:-i the t'·:o des)ite t heir sup ;:io scdly shared 

religious views and much o f th~ interaction t ilat does t ake 

p l ace has unfriendly undertones. The present characteris-

tics of the relationship bettreen them is unnecessary and some-

t hin g n ust be done to chan~e the condition of the rela t i on-

snip in so:ne r,,•ay. These conditions are discussed n ear the 

con c lusion of the paper . 

The ~oal of t h.is paper is not to arrive at the idea l so-

lution for e p r oblem. There very possibly exists no such 

ideal solution. ?.8. ther i t ·wil l dwel l on the n .;o.ture of the 

-problem by e;:plorinp; the fee lings o:: peop le in~volved i n t i.i.e 

situa.tion 2nd the. solutions thr.i. t t~1ey feel arc !:)Ossible. A 

su;_~v ;;.y o f t:1C?. opinions and vieHs of fifteen involved ?e.ople 

was coLl?i l ed throu~\ inte rviews and i s here aresc~ted. 4 

The. basic auestion t h c..t was asked uas : ~·:hat cio you think 

' ,... l . ' . b , .... ' . . . z c are tnc. re~_.J...ngs taa t J.nt c:r a ct et\:e.en tne. -:->Ol<O J 1 u.na · en en-

t e.r from your point of vie i;·;? Secondary r:ue stions were then 

asked to :;ct a clc>.ar i c e a o f the. subject's ooinions . 5 

Suzul:i ~'.oshi c;.n d the t'i·;o oth~r priests that were i nter-

vieued have unim.:.e po sitions re l a tive to Sokoji a nd len Ce.n-

t e r because they are the teachers of both groups . Suztl!d 

:loshi , ~-1:.1en as!'-e.cl the. basic C:l1e.stion about the. Issei ' s fee -

l i n g s tow~rd t~e Zen Cente r, re? lied t hat he c ouldn 't tell · 

abo ut al l .the Isse i but th~t most Japanese peop l e in the com-
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munity did ;i.ot understand the Zen Cent er . ~ihen they see "peo-

ple ·with beads and l on3 h a ir, they don't li!-:c it ." The :::.oshi 

says that t\1ose Issei Hho study or h2ve studied .:i '.:lout Zen 

' don't 2a!<:e suc:-i • .L. 
n~SLY conclusions . Sooe of the Issei h~ve 

respect foY- the. Zen Cente.r students and soi.le others D.re wat-

ching without definite ideas. He s~ys probably about fifty 

to sixty percent of the congre~ation have a :'.1isunderstanding 

concc1~ning Zen Cent~r. He added that he feels t~at most of t he 

Nisei6 are i~~ if£erent . Zi~~ty percent of the troubles, he 

gues s es , is cau~ed b :1 the majority of t h e Ja~a.nese c on 6rega-

t i on 's Gene r2l C.i slike f or l on~ he..ir and unusual clothinz . 

:-Iis cstir:tation is p rob.;,bly v s.ry 2.ccura te., st!bs tantiated by 

tervic~~ecl. :frs . : ·. i c h i :rn ::.o::liya , a 1-:-te.•·1b2;:- of t he. Sol:oji since 

l Ol·S ~~ ct, _ . ... 7 , - 7.' r , ,.,C' ·~ i· r· += tho ~ " d · ..... S ,.,..,.,,.c e rl 
. .J r "· '• . ·r~ . ... l!y U ... a .. ""' ' ' l , one o.._ --- '-0~.:1. C .. , ... .,~ . ""' 

tha t t~e outc-:z,r 6. <:.-:ipe.:i.ra ncc o f t he Ze71. Cente r stucle.nts ~:as of 

C:e ::i~i te conce r: 1 t o t he I s sci. ~-!rs . ICor:iiya saicl that <c,ost of 

o f t he l ssci ha ve ~r0.c:it r espect for the stt~c'ients f or b c in6 

'1ble to wc:l~e u 9 so e c:.rly ev e r y ·~ornin:; to prci.ctice z a z cn but 

t:.1c ina~c of the "hil_)? i e " t e nd ed to contend 'd t h t:·~is respect. 

·.:rs. i~o:'.'.iya ::llso ::; t1spec t s t h :.1t pe.rhci?s, t:-i.c students c..re too 

e~otistical to b e ~ble to c h ange their a~pearance . George. 

llira no, a n Is sei Qn d a fou nC.e r of 3o1.~oji, is r;u s t o d.iai:l o f the 

Tcn n le nnd is in rc~ular contact with Zen Cente r ~e~bers . 1~ 

feels th~t the situation i s bette r than it has eve r be e n 



4 

-before because th2 Issei are · beginnin~ to understand the Sen 

Center students. Still, about one-half of the Issei, he says, 

don't understand - them. He says that the Issei did not like 

the beatrd.ks who com::~riscd nost of the me!:'!lbers of Zen Center 

in its early days. But now, he s~ys there are no beetniks. 

"They all ·want to study Zen." "The Issei don't cow.e to see 

them everydecy like I do. 11 He feels thr:it if the Issei could 

see the seriousness of the students each r:.1ornin~, they would 

be in::':ini tely ::i.ore. ready to accept thei:-L des9ite. their 2.ppea-

r anee . George I-lagiwara, . a Nisei~ secreta ry of the Ter:tple 's 

Young Zen 3uddhist Association, an6. active member of t he So-

!<oji since 1952 claic.c.d that when Zen Center \ ·Ta3 first esta -

b lishcd there was no rescnt~ent on the part of the congrega-

t ion. "It ·wasn 't a re.al w~lco1·,1e, but: tl·.,_ey wer e <-.cce;;ted." 

As r.lore t 1 Ginsbcr~ f<;>llo;-.~crs" bi::;came a;::;p2.rent, t:.-:.Q older mem.;. 

bers 1 ·wis i1 to see ,-.:.ore "nor.nc:.l 0 _?cop le 't-Ji tl:in t he Tezrmle. be-

can~e strong.:r Clnd the.i!' feelings .<; till re:r~.ain the sa..r;ie . 

Ni sei ~resident of the Sokoji Boa rd of 

Direc tors , also says that rcgardlcs~ of a person's religious 

or educational bnc1.,:___,ground, b.::id a11pearance. ca0.1not be erased 

e.'.lsily from t he beholder's ir-11ression. A Sanse.l. 8 non-me.m-

bcr of the. Suncia.y School, Ku~.1.i Kawas:1iri, c::>rnments that the 

Iss~i sl1ould be .:i.orc brolld;:1incle.d in their vie.HS. They must 

realize that ~robably their only contact with young white 

people iD.in the Soko j i Te~ple antl thet most other peo9le 
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·within the s.:une. nge. range dress re.latively in the so.rn.e way. 

She adds th2.t pe.rhaos the Zen $tudents sl1ould "tl1in..~ hard.er 

about what others see. in them." 

-Claude uahlenberg, a novice priest and nssociate.d with 

Zen Center for the past fifteen years, says that the Issei 

sees the y ·:rnn:;er ~3en2ration just as the older generation, in 

general, .sees them, as a "bunch of hippies." £·~el Wei tsrnan, 

recently ordaiw::d as a novice priest, says that the· student 

cannot be as l:eC. to sha-ve or cut their hair before tl:1eir mm 

realizo.tion. .Suzul<.i :?.oshi says that the- students should not 

chang e. just to -,le.ace. the Japanese con>);regation but for mu-

tual understanding. ''The. unci.2rstandin2" should come from ·wi-
"' 

bi.in r~ s on 0 s its . 11 

Another factor l~ Zen Sent er bcin~ felt as a.n e t her coint 

of t ens ion i s i t s c ons t a'1t ly growing s i ze . Glau d e D2hlen'uer g 

f eels th.:: t t he increas i ng s i ze of Ze.n Cen ter mcl.;:e s t he- Sok o ji 

congreSt'- t ion i ll a t e.w.se. . i-Ie r e.fe.r r ed t o t he t r aditiona l po-

licies o f t he U::;. i t eci S t a t es i s ~h·mys t o expand anci U 1e.t of 

Ja.pc.n h2,s aL:ays been to b r> l ef t isol2_ted , 2 t lc.2s t until r e -

cen t ly. Ee hypothesizes tha.t t:w sfl.~_:0- pltcno~1enon i s hap;;>ening 

and the Sokoji 's a n s,.-er to i ts cl\dn<llin::; con ;;r egation d epends 

p 11 it s 01·m peo:; l e i n i ts i s ol .::c t e.d u orld . ;-; y o <""e-, - 7os~11· ,..,ura 
-- 0 l l J.. • · ' · 

3ense.i8 b e lieves t l1nt the r··,ain b o dy o f so:wj i r;-,e:ztbers iii. s h to 

n rotect t he sto.tus c1co in th'~ Te.:~t:J l e a n d uo·.1ld resent any 
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outside interference. in t \ i s re spect. ~-:rs. Chie.l.:o ,.,., . . 
1<1S -ll.rO , 

involved in both the. Ze:l Center and the Sokoj i Sundc:..y School 

as a mother of thr-2.e c\.1ildren i r.. the Sunday Sc hool, believes 

that · the threat involves t~1e uhole religion, thc.t the Issei 

are afraid the ~,·hites will take over the entire religion w·hich 

is not such an impossible theory. 30th drs. Fuyu Kmrns~1iri 

and Sal-:e.e Km·ms;1iri t ho':1ever , deny that the Issei have. such 

fears. They are C".!i te confident that a take-ove r by the Zen 

Center would be c:.bso lutely i:.1pos s ible b e c ause the Isse i feel 

that, !:ince. t iicy are the ri~htful O\·mers, no t hing c a n tea r 

the Te~·-··.plc a•·.ray fro~-• them. 

The same lee~ o f understandin g that t he Issei feQ l f or 

t;1e. .:e·,~ Center students is also felt by the. s tudents for the. 

George Ha::; i;.>ara h~s been p e rsonally 

G.sked s 2v :, r21 t:i.7.~Q s by Zen Ce.nt.~ r s tudents 2.bout wh a t t e.kes 

n l a ce cur:.i_n~ Sund o..y s e r vices , at t e nded l:'lc:.inly by 
. . T • ·cne ~ssei. 

Just r.s th-2 Issei i·1ay not und.c.t'stand ze.zen, the Zen students 

do not untl~rstand or even knm.r of the ri ta.;.ls ·thE'..t tne I s sei 

perf or:-.1 weekly . Some n e.Her students, con.'t even realize that 

there e::ists a J21_)anese. conzrega tion .:. t Sokoji unt il r;1onths 

after their 2.rrival . Th~ leve l of co li."'!Unic :1tion <:'..ncl intcrac-

tio n is at a v~ry low Joint. The a ttitude of the J apanese 

connrc~ation towa rd the ~hvsical ~Jnearance o f t~e Zen stu-·-=> ..._") - ., L -

dents has c o2c to the :1o i.nt where they 2 re . no lon~er invited 

to c ert a in 3udrlhist festival day celebrationn at the Temole. 
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Col.'.munication anci interc.ctio0. is very d i:Z:Cicult between 

two vastly different groups . There are very div·2rse r eas·:Jns 

Ut:ring tl.1e :-:eiji 

period i n Japan, i·:hich cov2rs the years 1 86 7 to 1912, Suzuki 

P .. oshi. rel a tes, the re was a n all- p e rvasive s~irit of :ester ni-

zation. 0:at u rally Budd.~1isn, whici.1 floerished clurinz; the Toku-

gawa per iod before the /eiji, was su~pressed,.being so v~ry 

Oriental. Shintoisr;-t, more of a traditional set of ri tu.als 

and v11lu.es t h<.n a relig ion, was a do:_J t e.d as tl.l.e. n a t ional re.-

ligion and t he Issei were brou; ht u p t o be critical of Bud-

db.is~.: . They ~-~ere fom re.ssed ·with the val u es of ~·/es t e rn culture. 

Still, t he fa .d_l~/ off ici 2l l~.7 r e.;nained :Du6cl~1ist. During the 

. .. . ' . t . d · · ,:- · 1 . . t .. _,e.l :J l per ioct :::>ries s na a v ery GJ_~tic ·.~ t ti1,1e r::iain ·aE1.:Lng 

fact t '.-tat all 

t h e S> .. into c i.1.urci.1c.s . The p rie sts of t-~r: h2d t o f i11ci. outside 

Naturally, tlley :;':our.cl little. time 

to t cacl:i. their followers anG. a :;;_)a re.n tly the. nriests did. a v e ry 

. b .- ' . . ,..,. .... !... t . f poor JO o~ e2pnas~zinb Lt~e prnc ice o z o.zen. 

priests ~entioncd t hi s f a ct . ~fuat the Issci brou~ht with then 
•CJ 

to .c' .... -:icricc:., then , uas not Zen 3ucic' -:.is::t in its 7>Ure for:"!l but 

a for2 of ancestor i;;orGhip \·.:hich has always existed in the 

tradition of the Ja~ ~nese. Yosi.1i::-1.1.~ra Sc.nsc.i fQe ls t hnt the 

i .:,;-:'lig r.s.nts dic'l n o'.: accept Duc~c'.'.lisra as t"l1ou'.:,ht, but rG>ther as 

~ 1 . .c - 1 • £ 1 • .... t • f a wny o :: L .. e - a way o:r .. 1. ·e. ;>asscc ao\·m LO ne.m _rora ances-
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tors lon::; gone. 

~eb A.nd2rson, a Ze~ Center student, estim~tes t hat eigh-

ty to ninety percent o f the present stu~ents at t he Zen Cen-

ter h ave had eX?c riences iJith ci.rug s or s e dit.'.ltion or bot h 

before. t:1e.y beca: .. 1e me.mb c.rs. He says, the Zen 5 t~ci.ents needed 

somet~ing that would h e l p them to forget their Euro~ean and 

..",..rnerican herit::-:;;e , i f only te.oporarily, which they found could 

not giv e the~ s trength or co~ld neve r help find a solution to 

the cl1aos in the ·world. ;.2.ny o f the stuG.ents found that Zen 

could hel ? thera to und~rst~nci. . Zazen, they found , was jus t 

as involvin~ as cru: s . " In .f,._111erica , man becor,1es a f unction." 

bcc!.:oning hi~ to buy or do, 

b cc'·.oning hfr1 to b.7 sor.1e.t> .. ing . Ze.r. just sits the r e waiting 

for t~e in<livi tlucl to fi~d i t. As ~eb Anderson snys, the Ja-

the:n ; The Aet~ric <1ns 2re t her e ~nd pr actice zc.zen searching 

foe t>..e s2.r::.c t[1in~ . Therefore , he says , zazen would add to 

t he ~ractice of the Japanese - add to the Zen that is a lready 

2 part of their daily lives . : ~el Ueitsman ncids th3.t t~e Ja-

panese come to the U~ited St a tes purs~ing mi{ dle- clas s goals, 

·whi l e the ~7:er'.. stuG.c :i.ts i:.Te!'.'e tryin;; to escape :-~.i ck le-class va-

lues . ,, . . . '" . . ..i.Os-1inori nizoi , the cn~y Ja~anese , besides the ?riests, 

presently i nvolve c.: ':·."i th Zen Center, :-.i.2de z.r.other compu.rison. 

,·Jestc:-.rn ocoDl e a re bor ed ;:i t h t :1c. ... est and turn to t ie 1.::ast 

anc:i. th~ Orientals, very C'."'. i c:dy ".-;c .....,..s tcrnized , t u rned to the 
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West. 

In these statci"J.ents by the priQsts and the three 2cr. Gen-

ter ;-;_;enb2rs one. finds the. very basic differences bet1e.en the 

ma~e-up of the. me:::bership of t!:LC?. Sol{oji and tl.1e Zen Center. 9 

One. can, the.n, exL)ect basic differences in the r,1ay th.:, t they 

practice Zen. 

Yosnir:'.ura 3e.ns~i bu.i.lt a bare fra:ne;·:ork of what he be-

lieves are the Durposes of the Japanese. at .Sokoji. The Isse.i 

go to the Tem~le. to \·:o::cs 'i? the s:J iri ts of tn.eir ancestors. 

Cul tiv2.tion of t:1e self is a minor ·'_)urpose. The Nisei attend 

both to wors >,ip the. dead and. for self-cul ti ve.tion. The San-

sei f,O to the Tc.:-.cple 1-ri th little or :-:o thou:£ht for the spirits 

of the dead. ~\11 ccre::..onies <::.r-e ccone for the self emu self-

cnltivatio:c. Dainin ~~ta~iri Se~sei adds that ~ost of the 

of Dcmorial services) and apneas~,:.le.nt of the. sr)irits of the 

de~d. I 
. . 

sse.i co:-.nng to 

a strc.nge. lane be.c2usc the s0iri ts we.re -.,_llown to nrotc ct 

iio·wc.v er , t "'-e re.gulz.r 3undn.y ser-

vice s do ~ot consist only o f ancestor wors~ip . There is the 

sy:1~bolic burr_ing of incense. , t'.12 bo,;in~ , and the. c~-ianting of 

the. sutras. 

...-, t .C L, 1 • f.: t' • r:..xceo .i..Or t..r. e oerr..in;; o.;:: ~le. incens12. , the. service fol-

1 . .r:: l ~ ' . owing zazen £or tle £en stuaents is very s ir.1ila.r. But the 

;".aln ern.T)hasis for the Zell students is put on the practice of 
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zazen. l:7he.n the J2panese subjects intQrvie-v;ed 'i:ere as1_~eci why 

t hey t ~1ou::;ht t~e Japanese dicl not ? ract ice za_zen , ev<?.ryone 

gave ·as their first reason the l ad: o f ti::i.e . Hard iJork h a s 

ah1ays been a necessity for the Lct.T1igra.nts ;.;i th t h.e ir ~oals 

to succeed in the mi ddle-class always ahead o f them. Nost 

h av e succeeded in reac~.1ing thi s g oal but they s till ,.,,·ork on. 

~"rs. Kor::i.iya says t hat most ?·:isei and Isse. i just don 't h c>.ve 

t he "ea;:;ernes s 11 to ·wake u p s o early and the Sansei probably 

don 't e i t hcr. ,-irS. :i:<.'=!:was ~:.iri 11l so mention ed the lac~<. of 

t ir.ie bnt added th,1. t a s ·10rt s e. .ss ion of zaze.n , about t en mi-

nu te.s , \,;as practiced b efore eac .1 Sunday s e rvice. No st Nisei 

and. I s sei 'i·riuld agree wit~1 !·Ir s . Tas ;_-:.iro that t hey a r e p r e tty 

content with th12ir Dre.sent situa tion and t hey don 't want it 

to ch~.n~;e for 2ny re~son . .•\.~Jpexcntly t :1ey beli ev e t il.a t t h is 

sutisfacti.ori. snoulcl. bQ pa-sse.C. onto t !.1e.ir c '.1ildren bec2usc 

Gcor~e 3agi wara believes that J eo2nese cjil~rcn don 't s2em 

to be as reli;; i ous as their '\:'~"-i te brothe r s . ;\lso Suzuki .l o-

s hi 2.c;ntio~ed th·=. :l: i ~rce corr:rye ti tion that e:~ists a:noH~ the 

Sansei, esnccially in school. Co!"L"r :,e.tit ion o f t~1i s ::;ort would 

not a llm·1 the !JC1S ·= ing o :: time "si ttin;, doing no thin~." 

The diff c.rc.nc e., t ':1en, b~t\:e.cn the two [~roU?S , as ?.eb 

Ander.son put it ~ is the p l acin ;;; of en~rgy and effort. The Zen 

students p l ace their en~rgy and ef~ort in za~en . The. Je.:x:me.se 

~L::.ce. t~1.eir energ y and e f fort in the ri t ;.12l s and ce.rc.·-.1onies. 
r 

j7 

i!c C·?-:i.tinucs , " The point A se~aration is the. p r .2.ctic e. of z azen1
•
1 
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and t~e phenomenon depen ds on the J2panese. 

~ura Sensei ar; ues t zazen i s not a neces s ity for t he Issei 

because. they 2,cnieve r e : i g ious sc...tisfactio n with the.ir ritl!-

als . i'hese rituals "require deep t h.ought,'" involving the 

syDbolism, a dee.? •:tind, and thou~ht of the situation of the 

self. This achi~ve~ent , he says , is just as d i fficult as 

z .:i.zen. The mind. i s t he sasne. in both. Both l ead in the 

sa:::e d.irecticin anc:. to tne s a;ne goa l, but by diff e.rent paths. 

Both . . rs. Korai ya nnd kr. :ii r ano mentioned. t he s ameness o f the. 

·::iinds des;)i te t he different outwc.rd acts. Thus , a true un-

d e rs t c::.'ll.ciin6 :·~.ay b e. ar)~ived a t when both ~roups un d e rstan d 

the ac tions of the other vithaut actual active p~rticipation 

J..n it. 

The ,,d ,nd r.1.::-.y be the s ame but the lectun!s tha t t he prie?ts 

~ive t o each o f t he ~ro~~s a r e v ery lif~Qrent . 
"" , • • 1 .., .. 

0 UZt!.:<: l '. \.0 S 2.l 

citc.s t he c iff-:::re.nce in thi s w~y . To t he 3en Center st~dents 

he lee-Cures on fun<ix.~cntal i Lcas , u~1ile to t i.1e .Japane.se c on-

::;reg;~ tion he Sl)C3.1.:s ~-~i t~ the. .-,urpoe> e of COr'.-ec ting the.ir 

" ::i.i::ec: up unc' c- rstu.ndin;_; and s t r on g <:>..ttn.ch::i..c.nt to the ir own 

life ." :·Ie f inc1.s thi s e::;tr er:i.ely dif-

ficult to d.o bcc.::u.sc the. l s s ei 1':rer e. brz...,ught 1-1.;) in l:. nati,~:~1alis-

t i c Shinto cnvir0nr.tent. The ~o shi 's main r eQson f or co~ing 

t o .\ucrice. is t o teac~ the "pure ..... ::;::..y of Ze"t 3udc:iu3r~1" in t he 

Sunday Sc~ool and t o the young in ~cneral, fin~ing t he Issei 

c-.nd r.iany of the ?hsei s o c.:.i ff: icn l t t o change b a c!·: to the ;:iure 
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for;n of Zen. Yosh i mura Sensed also used the uor ds "basic" 

and "fundar.-...ental" to c escri b e his lecttjres to t °"-e Zen students, 

but he s 9eal:s to the Japanese i ; i ti.1 the ::~nowledge that in their 

r.i.inds is a ('.Uality uh ich he calls "a folk feeling," a certain 

religious :11ind that the. Japanese., he believes, possess . He 

adds thP.t the Zen students do not have this folk fee.ling ." 

Kata:;iri Sensei s ays that to t he Zen Center he explains logi-

ca l a nd or actical Buddhist Doints. 
~ . To the Japanese, he says, 

h e. lectures .1ore 6 e.ne!'lllly. )1.s an ex2:a9le, he tells the. Ja-

?~nese con::-;re.;a.tion to ~ay h omage to Buddha in a c ertain -..-;ray 

but gives the m no reason . They do it without a reason . But 

the Zen students c a n ' t beli~ve in so2ethin; , h e says, without 

b 
. . 

ein; g iven a re~son • 

. .., -~i·.J-~l J-~,.... C""'t:'l c: i .r: .r:c r J· n-· 00 ·.-. Lf- l.H·;,.~ .;. L~•-l. • • O 

b e us 12.6 fo1~ the. SunG.ay sc:1ool? T'nis is a very i:n~ortant 

oue.s tion i~1 t: i_1e ..• inds o f t :-:.o ~e ~·iao bel i eve tha t tne Sunciey 

School is t"::e on:y briC.:;:;e that can nou be 0 '8er.eci bet~:een the 

Cl a Pde ~;.o.hlenb ::· r g fe l t th2 t th0. ·~e.i"l C12n t~r 3(lould not 

inte r f c,;:.r~ in any \·.'a y with the Sunday Schoo 1, the possibility 

ex is U.nf_; that t.1c si tuo. t ion could worsen. But mo.st of t he. 

t 1 • t · · ,_. ht t' · · · n o ·_F the Ze:.1 Center o ~crs in ervic weL 1..~oug nc eosin~ 1 

c~ilclre.n i n t he 3un<1 . .'..1 y School \·:as a goocl i dea . Yoshi mura 

Sensei a nc ~- :e l '·.-Jei t s~n.:,n fee l strongly that the St!nd.;fy School. 

s hould be ·a wc.ciurr b e t ween the Sokoji and Zen Center. The 

, ... , .. . · . ..... 
. '~ . 
'-1 
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~Jisei parents are not true Budc'hists but they want their 

c~1ildren to lear n the. pure. way , Yoshin ura Sc.nsci, believe s . 

Cultivating the c hi l dren will cultivate t he parent s. The 

parents ' weak religi ous inter~ sts can be revi talized through 

the chilC.ren. "The young J 2.paae.se in ..c\,.11erica are in the warm 

water o f Budcihis~1." Some.how, they must be stimulated. ~·1e l 

~·jei t sraan visited the. Sunday School once and found it too 

A11erican and too Christianized. The. students should be 

t a u :;ht not a s Issei but as Japane.se-.!...r,1erican Sanse.i. The 

ideal t eac'·'.inz method , thQn, is the method used by the priests 

to tea ch the Zen Cent er students - to fulfill the =~oshi' s wish 

t o t ec:c'1 the rmre ·c·ay of 3ud<lhis ::t to ~he y oung . But, i·~e.l 

..-:e.J_ tsffc<:n s .::ys , the D~rf ec t balance b e t ween the. Japanese. · and 

.-. .. -.le1~ic<!i1 ice.~, s o.nd. va lue s to be introduced t:'ll!st be e }:peri-

:-,•.entecl ~d.th sncl f o'..l;!G. to sati~fy both t he. 3ol:oji childrel1 and 

t he Zen Center child~en , plus a ll o f their p2rents. The Is­

d 1 • 1 . sei ~nd Nisei still want their chil~ren and ~ra~p~l-Qren t o 

of tlH~il~ ancestors. But the ~en Cen-

t e r c~-..i 1. dren r:n.1St c=clso be e.ble t o r e.late. . 

KUi'\i IZm:o.shiri is not a :neDber oz the. 3oko ji .3u.nd2y 

School bec~mse s~1e fee l s 811e ' d be bored by 1r:na1) s of India , 

ancl .s tories of olc~ ." 11Tc.achcrs arc s tudents ::th·.rays, ulO c.nd 

th·~ stud.e.nts ' daily liv~ s, not necess arily throug h rec.dint;, 

but throuz~h sor:.ethin~ :..10re vital, more e.live, Yoshi riura .Se.n-
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sei fee.ls. One of the· first steps, l1el '.iei tsraan believes 

that should be ta~~en in this respect, is the re)lncin6 of the 

name u Sokoji Sunday Scl1ool 11 to sc,7.1.e. Fling more p le.as ant. Ano­

ther· idea is the use of tata::i.i :l'.atsll for the service instead 

of chnirs. Changes such as these would bring the whole level 

of religion dm·m to the c~1ilcren the.i.-nselves. A direct re.la-

tionship bet•·.;een the. child and the religion can be developed. 

A very good relationship also could develop between Zen Cen-

ter and So~·:o ji through the relationships of the children. 

One can see that there are many levels on ,.,rhich a solu-

tion to the problem can be found. Following are ~wre thoughts 

on t>e. situ2tion of so:l1e of the intervie:1ed ancl t~1e ::iaper will 

en c! ~ .1i th t he v 2r y caVl , hope.fu l -; ~ords of a :Zen 2·'.ast e.r. 

Separation o f the t wo gr o1_ir)s i s r.o t an entirely unfea-

sible. idea t o :;.a t agi ri Scnsei. The ice.al solution would be 

ha r non y between t11e two g r ot.lpS bo.se d on mutunl un ders t andin g 

b ut because. ·we ce s.l With h t'..t::an be iTI2:S and not i dealize d Si-

t nat ions, a r:10r e " rac tic.'.l l s o l u tion ruus t b e found. Beca use 

with the. r e <-:odel in:; o f the Temp l e , perh aps the s epar a tion 

wou ld b e prnc tic~l f or both. .Bob ~-~alp e.rn, a Ze.n Ce nte r s tu-

de nt cormnented tha t the Zen Cent er 1:as i n a n i dc.a.l environ-

2 ent to study Zen - a J apanese. cor:;nuni ty. . . J Li vin,:; a<:.ong a-

pancse - see. i n s; t h ee en the stree t was an a id to the s tudents' 

p ractice. . : :oving C!part would eliT;ina t e tll.e opportunity. 
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Kata2:iri Sensei agn~ed that the contact was very important 

and bcneficic..l but the friction that has been ?roc.uce.d so far 

because of such contact was not ·worth it. l~fter a tfo1e of 

devclo'Y1ent of the t:·.ro groups as co~.pletely s eI)arate entities 

the.y could icleally come. together as a true whole. He. added 

that the New Yor~:: Ze.n group whose on!.y contact with the Ja-

panese \12s the priest ~·ms a'.)pare.ntly succeeding very well. 

Claude Dahlcnberg sug6ests that no interaction can take 

place at ttlis ~oint. The. solution can only come ';·Then the Ja-

pnnese <incl the ·~e~;. students f e.el :c-:.ore secure with each other, 

pe.rha~s ':·:hen the Zen students have 11m~llowe.d." He feels 

that avoiding the question until crises develop is the best 

policy a t this time. 

Geor:::;e ~~irc:.r..o says ;,Te. r:ms t ~cet to ;;e ther and t a.U:. . "Co-

opera ti on will con1e. very soon . 11 

~!el '::e it.s;·.12n believes that t'."',c rcne\·.Ted sh<:!rinz; of fe.s-

tival 0.ay celebrations coulG. be 2.nothe.r bridge. The. Zen Gen-

t er would prepare for the f es ti vi ties ;-,1akin:; So!~oji the 

c;ues ts. " They ' re (the J apanese con;re.;;a tion) the. parents 

G.nd 1:e ' re (Zen Center) the chilcren, and now the children 

£!.re rich e.r.ough to take the. p ~1.rcnts out someti;~e." 

Yo shiry,ura Sensei says both grot:~s must learn, if not to 

actually cnrry out, but at l e.a.st, to unde rstand : sittin; in 

Z 11. · ' · ·1 "' a· .,..i't" 1 i'n 7 en Ti·l
0

vi11 ~ i'n ''en, "'V"'ry-en, Vln.~:, ln _,en 9 c.n ,. ..::.a ,:_, • - - ~ L.J "- '-

one. practices. 11 Livin;; in Zen is i;·;as ~1ing your face, en.ting 
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breakfast, luncheon, and dinner, r;oing to the bathroom, every­

thing," with the. same mind as sitting in '.Z:en and ritual in 

Zen. The Zen students ~ractice sitting in 2e.n very dili~ent­

ly and the Japanese practice ritual in Zen equally as dili­

gently. 

Katagiri Sensei says u~ must vi.e.w the problem from a 

complete understanding of the hur1an being. uwe must be qui­

et uncl patient and carry out our duties. 11 

Shunryu .Suzuki :-1.oshi believes that an agreement between 

Zen Center and 3okoji will finally cone and the best solution 

will be freedor:1 in the )oko ji !emple for everybody. But he 

('ocsn' t c'.iscnss the. si tua ti on e.xcf:'.ssively with e.i the.r group 

::nowin~ that soon they will cou.1~ to a ::'.utual understanding. 

~k says h e nust be>. vt?.ry 0at i e.nt "':.r i th both groups. Some.times, 

he. s~-iys, · t:1i s i s ~-:is practice - to le<=.rn to have patience 

with both Sokoji end Zen Center. 
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1. A re.se.a1~ch paoe.r undert<"~1:e.n for .Anthropolo.~s 3 at the 
University of California at Berkeley. 

2. First generation Japanese in Araerica. 

3. sitting ~editation 

4. l feel that I stand in a unicue position in this situation. 
I officially an a member of the JapanG.se congregation, ~y 
gr2..ndmother 2nd pare.nts being active mer.1bers, but I do not 
necessarily have t~1e same feelings that the main body of 
Jap2.nesc. have toi;·;ard the Zen Center. On the other hand, 
I ac. not a me:nbe.r of Zen Center but I have friends auong 
the. me."'-.bcrs and oractice zaze.n ~Ji t':-1 the 7,c:-i Ci:nter occas­
sional ly. Indivld:rnlly I st2nd bet-;.'een the tuo groups, 
thus, havinG a birds-eye. view of both. 

5. ~he secondary ~~estions ~~re rou~hly the following: 
~re there diff ercnt reasons the two groups come to a Zen 

Bur'cl'.1ist te:::D le? 
tThat are the tlifferenc~s in the ·rays the two ~rou;?s prac-

tie r. .~en? 
'~1y don't the Jaoan?sc practice zazen? 
-,;ny h :::.ve the.re b2e.n so few Ja?2.nese in the 2:e.n Center? 
·~ ,'hat should Lc12- role. of the. So1:oji .:Sunc~,ay 3choo1 be? 
:.Ih.ot do yoi..1 f ec l is i:i the future for the t\·m z;roups? 

6. S?'!con<l .:ener.o.tion Japanese. in i-',..'":'lc:rica. 

7. Third ~en2ration JaD~nese in America. 

8. Te.:icher 

9 . I found that the. Isse.i, es1y?ci;il ly the tuo \1or1:en, 
very concise anc to the ::ioint with their ans ~ ~ers. 
~idn't elaborate. So , I used th~ nriests' fac ts, 
ting that to be ~-.'hc:,t the I ssei would have told L1e 

they wished to. 

11. ~.oven straw ::1ats 

were 
They 

e~:;_Jec­

had 



A DIAG::' . .A2·! OF A so:LUTIOI~ DY 

YOSHINU~A. SSNSSI 

Different paths b12t the sa~:i.e. ::1ind 

and they both go to the same ~lace 

Each deed of toge therness -

( Getting together for an interview)-~---
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