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Tim Purkett, who w:s then a genior av Stoford Unives
ity, remambers the origin of the Feniwnsula Bronch of %ho
e U o Zzn Center ag a remark by Rove Suvcoulzd thal
»lag2 could be found on the poningnla ho vonld

a weeltly maditastion groups Tim conbectod a

durndord greodusto studons, John Katchim, who zgreed to 1O
th2 group wde his living room. Tinm geont post cards oo
~o5pla on the Wind B211 modiling 11at who lived in the arace
nmd early in Hovorihor, 1964 the first zascon ond lectio was
hoald =t 1005 Bryont Stroet In Falo Alto. Tim rorenbzrd
that there were only o or 4 who attended the first fouw
maetingse
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Tha Tornine Grousn in

1965
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N prove on Iebruesry £0,
ve hd ubnit*ﬂd to ©2
25, 193835 a3 kheo $ircs
ft thint time thora wora abeout 12 1a o
rvt'tvndcd shat morning and wno ars atill
Punch of the 3an Franci::o
~mdle, Dan Baty, Tonl John:
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v Thwmrnday mo ning on2 or tvd gtulonabs orrived
o movo the furnltwe in tho 1ar53 old=Fnobirmo
cp and dust the roon, =nd arrong? tho cu31ian3

e 5 That Himo our equirmant consl ited of a
1i, 2 kyoonlin, +beubt 7 cushions and ¢ or &
ajna Faraaita Sutra,
ase At 5245 1,11, L5 B81E€3 Rev, Suscuiri conducicd
c2ronm ‘e bowad 9 timea to the floor, chinsed tha
ajna Tai 2 Sutr2 oNnce, ‘rd bowod 3 tircs to the flcor
igaln,  Thon Heve Suzuil lectured on Zon buddhnlcn for 20 o
GO minutea, I remebor ths I ehburcs ~3 intinate ~nd informol,
For geveral months he ex; ~ined, senteonz2o by gentence, phroso
by rhrass, and scomavimes word by word, the m2-ning of tho
Frajna Psramita 3utrn. Mter the leebure we movad the furne

itures back in plicoe and left the house, often before any of
the occupnts were awvwilioe.

Tha Eveninz Gioun in

R=2dwonod Gliy

On /HoOrll 21, 12
wa3 held av tho hom

n‘J

in Redwood Clty. Znid
Nev, Suzukl lectured on tha

b} A
nsld, tzr zazsen

35 tho flraht meoting of the evoning grow
of =y Sirpson who llvaed at 849 Puln Ste
n 1ﬂ~nn ot 7130 Fella ITo ceramony wno

Flotform Subrae

ﬁﬁ abcut €:15 tea and coclties wero sarved, nd questicns woare

mgwered. TFeur studenty attendad this mooting,

IJ o;wrson, my30lf,
f ‘om 31 Praneclaco,
i

Tonl Jchenscan,
and 4 youns mn who drove Revs Suzukl
Tals groeuvy grew to 17 people and then

mm;yrved to an ovariage of 8 to 10, YWith two or three excepte
lonc the evening greun duacing 1965 nd 19495 consisted of
ceorle who diaq noc “ttend the morning group.
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The Mornine Gronn Moy

28 to Los 4Qtos

GCn July &, 1935
7AS University we,

the —ormi-y groap voved te my home at

‘n Los Ttos. Rove suzultl rlt th & we

conld exronmd our «tivitieg by hnolding our rectings in tho
nome ol one of the nembers. Wy iiviog roowm vis 1 arse md my
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hems was ceontrally lecateds Ore of the first additiona to

our actlvities was zn informnl brockf g aftor the lachturs,
Cofeg, fruiv .nd rools were gerved in the dining reoom, =2nd
tie fejﬁly -1ikko discucsions arcund the breakfast table be-

gz almest ags popuwlar as the lectursa,

fnother activity which began at this time was the topo
recording of the morning lectul®@se Vo now have a large
collection of tranacrilad leectures which the menmbers can road,
and whichh I hope eventually can be edited and published in
a boolze A few hawve alrcady been publisned in the W/ind Bell.

During the yzar thit the groun m2t in my living room
there wa3 @ aversge of 12 to 15 attending each Thursday
o r: —14 NI, .
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T Trandas Grour Moves to Los Alves

~

In FPebruary of 18G3 the evenlng grouyr moved from Redwood
ai*y %o my homz in Los A tog. 2RPernips bees=use of thd movo
roup h~8 had fewor steady members, evon thousgh 1t
ted rora now ucnbers th-on the morning grocure 4 the
b4~7 1wn" of t:e year the group averazed about 8 to 10 in
pumbery and by the end of the year it had brown to on Averogn
of 15 to 13, Tho cuatom of serving tea and refreshments altor
the lecturas was ccutinued. :

Orizln of Hnlltu Zondo

On Jun 18, 1953 I mentlcned an ldoa to the worning group

vhilch had comz to me a fow dawys earliere I told them I 753
cojgigoriﬂg remodaling tae gﬁrﬂra into a2 zends so we could
203d duaily melitation. Reve Susulitli end the students ware in
favor of the idcna, Willl m Stocker, 2 carpenter vhe had
apbendsd some of our westings was crntactad. He had froe
timo, and weos lUuPF“ u@d in the projscts. Ho met with Rev,
Sunukl md togetiler they designed the zendo, patterning 1t
within the rhysical limitastlions of the exlsting garage, after
a traditiconal Japanese zgndo,

Construckicn of Halttu Zondo

Work begs on the zZendo on Jun 24, 1925, and for the
next six weeizg Wiilli-m Otockor worked s wmmy ~o5 12 heours a
day on the h:lle Duringy the weclt he wns accisted by meunbers
livire near Los “lboss On two weel onds uembers of tiwe Sun
“prancisco Zon Center drove to Loa fitos and apent the day
working on theo projecte. /1111 m was a sood formwmm nd the
masteur lavorers (even fhe wowen) did a professicnrl Job,
The only cutsllde :rofession .l help, beside Wililiam?s wns
tne electricnl woolkk snd a small »luebing joue
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C-2nint Corrmony of Ilailm Zondo
On Mmgmust 4, 1963 tho crening coresmen:
f>7, Suzuki, v, KRateagiri, Dick B2l-cv,
Ccnter, cond lira, Suculil wore amens $he3e
Tore SoT IR ;r::::b a3 st c:;gc\dik, 3
bs ide :11y geat 17 (18 students plus the n”iest), but by

nz futons sud oushions on the Ploor 26 could bz asccomoe

~taode The attendeonco during the 1aat fow7 months of 1948
goneirnlly QVOreged fromm 15 to 19. The largest nimber wo
had at one moetlnz was 22, . PArey ZAZzw

Frddha?a Enlightenm2nt Day

Cn Tocowbdar B8, 1945, vhich a Thurcacry, o
Dirss formnd Jdapan2sa bradfast 2d in tho Zondog
Tho vzl ard atylo of sorvinz wed puitornad oftor Bheso
cerved at the San Ppe “c*sco Zcon ConSere. IDosoizs thoe isho:
ig dotachind from the gondo %Hae U?““J wara et up on & Ltohle
in the "cor port" which mlJQ n3 ko zZzndo, llemborz wers so
enthuslastlic aboubt this bronzfast Bat 1t was declded to '
malza it a onco a wonth alfclr,
Tadltation Schodule

B7 the end of tho yeor a moditction schedule hod o7ol-
v3d wnichh seemzd to £1% the naods of cur roohers, ['oedibntlon
is held every vﬂe day rorning {oxz2pt Thuraday) ?ram 15

51
AT, to 7:40 Mil,  I6 conslots of oo 40 minmbde zeo roriods
divided by 2 10 minute ceraomony end a 15 minuta Alnnin
rericd, On Thursday mornlng vhen the prilest from Son Frane
cleco attends, thero 1s ons perlod of zazen, a coremonye
and a lecture of £0 to 30 ninuses, Tho custom of tha
breaskzfests in the house has boen continued except ornce a
month viien the formal breakifast is scrved in the zendoe

On Saturday merning (excsrt whon there is a segshin in
San Fpranclsco Zen Conter) waditation begins s 5:45 4,11,
ond ends at 9 Mlly Thore are tirze periods of zazon divilded
by a cercueny, lkinkin, and 2 cmall broalifast consigting of
brood ond bubtter, hard boiled egz, fruit and tea, This is
gerved form:lly as 1In S'nn Franclscoe There 19 no group
medit~hion on Sunday. The zendo is slways open and rembers
are encourared to come :nd practice at theilr convenience,

%5 tne end of the year the on y group meditation held
in the evening wis on Thursd y evenling when the priest
attended :nd lectured tco the groun. Fven if a d-dly late

“a
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af'tornoon or ovening sessicn 13 oddod later I feel that wo

w1ll contlinue to licep the lenzer morning rerlods. Severnl

pconrle vho drive gome distarce to the zendo feoel that

h-ving thia leonger periocd of medltotlon mekes thelr trip

wersh wn17oa Soriz, who must leave for worlt, or hcmd to
£ix brealkfast for thelr family, stay for only ono preriod

. O.L u\-‘uono

Many peovle have told ma that even tunough thoir
gehaodulea do not permit them to ngse he zondo more than
onco or twico a weel at this tims, 1t give them a great
feeling of gratitude just to kxnow that 1t 1s here.
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I hed cungooted o Hove Suzwlil before ko vwont So Jooon
in 19535 thnt Lo try o £ind & youns danconaio priedt wiio
would Lo intorcsted in coming te tho Unitod Statsgy o
ecting o3 cur roslident pricots I folt I could eoficr hin
reon cnd toard and a small salary, Vhen Reve Suciiii roe-
turned from dJopon in llovembsor of 1986 hz teold ma that
"hillip Wiloon and Granam Petehay had rocc::a:dcd 8 younrg

0191 . !

priless who w-o then at Elh
writo ond invito him {(wvhieh I did). & ] al
wrebe to hIm o oxnlaln our situnticn, 02 Jdrurry 2 P!
rao2ived a ror~ly from Kobun Chino gaylng that Ba wounld 3
Ter and would mnlka plnns to jeln uvs a3

ad w2 o
%

e

113
B0 accars nu“ or
20c 23 pesoible.

oy about a year and e half I had toon wsco*dlzgg P ainle )
acribing, and cditinzg the weelkly leoztures of Hzve Sustitl, I
had now ecollected enoush moterlsl to Laogin orgonlzing thom
into a boolk whiich I hoped couvld tz rhiishads. In ﬂﬂ'cn I
rood the edited lcehures to Reve Suzulil and passed then o
To Diglz Balkar Tor £inal editinp, The tentat‘ve n:me f03
the book w25 "Zeginnert's Mind"e Sex Hose /44,¢é(_-4&?75A7*1“*x§g¢g42
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In Ilay I tricd o experinnns, I announsed tho beginmning
T a regular schedule of evening Sooan £ cm 72105 Ho 9810 P,olla
}cped that this vould encour-ge nb2r3 of tha Thuraday
ening groun to 8it mors cfuen. Iz didntt, Afteor 9 montha
gqve up the evening schedule OF coursoe it was not a
complete failure becnuse I bcnefited from the additional
periods of znzcn which I continued but not limiting mysclf
to a rigid schedule,

HO -1 O

Chlro, Sensol .‘rrivan

On Ju=n 19%h Chino, Sonsel arrived {(via stemmshilp) in
Frinslcco, 43 goon 23 I mot him I recognlsed the oo

Seon

spirit that I hed como to aprreciste In Rev, Suzuki and Rev.
Katoziri. Chiino, Sensel s ont a2 d:y or two st Sckojl and

a forr days at laikuw 0 vefore he went te Tossajara. The
donlolcn Yo have Chino, densel spend tho summer at Tasoa]ara
was made becouse 1t was obvious that his t iddlents could bo

rub te besh ude there.s It wis the rlan to have him return

e Hailku W in the f£all after the monastery nhad closed for
the wlinter.




Pacouge of tho worl Involved ia Lt _
monasvery as Tassajloara, the grour in Los Alton fousl
toclf havingz to m oo mora ofton wisnout
iod variouvs ways oy ha:diing oo gibunati
sroaliora from the older Zon 3tudswio in Sz Prnglcod
and hold diccussoicnd, JOFﬁ Roco ecozo gulte ;-v\rﬂ“‘IY &nd
h3y tall:s wore apjreciated. I even "lectursd” nyiolf,
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Tho presnezo of ths now monastery (whieh I visitead
fragquently durlng the spring and cuarly swmmer) cdded irpabtus
to na desire I fournd groving within ma~--to leave Hallm M
(1f T could find somaons o reoplrce mo) and go to Tasaajara
r1iycell, In July I asked Jom Hooso 1f cho wwould talic over
ry Job but she doellned,

Iy L2an Our Priload

oschin ab TuﬂSﬂj&PT, vinlea I had arﬁe:igjg
Ji 20d bh Chfno S -401 vﬂs noed

Zon Parcy

Cn Octobeor 7 an ouwddoor prrty wa3d held a% tha homz of

Hormen and Burbuara Hlestand, !e=bors from Loo ltoa,

Sen Pronclsco snd guests wore invitod. Thoe yurp se of tho
party was to get together for fun and to Infroduco wore people
to what was going on in Tatsajara. fbout 10C people abita dode
Orokd

Chino, Sensel had surgzsted to me that ocur grouvp bseglin

to eat monastiec sytle using Oryoki. I made up sbout 20

seta of eating bowls ind on Oct. 19 we neld our first oryokl
breakifoste Tho rewctiun wis mizied, uOMU members felt, and
atill do, very negative abrut e iting In thias formil way,
Cthors lixed the experlzsnce and fond 1t geod training. Vo
triod euting once 1 month wilth oryoll =nd then, becuwso wa
found th2 sequences of the rituil wers forgctten wa trled
eoting in this way 3 Thursdays out of four in the month,

Tho oryoki rractice continues to be difflicult to fit ensily
into the schedule, but it hus been continued :nd extended

to include Saturd:ny morning bre defnsts.
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tanford Esalon Seminnr

Cn i'love £8, Diclt Bakor and Milzs IMarphy broushe a
grour of St mliord 3tudents to ;ractice :\ Haitu Zondo,
Io wais the last morning of a throo day seminar on 1zade
itaticn, I was hapry to have Iiiko llurphy lead a group
=G Ha:lu ginco I hat flrst sat in zagen at a seminar
icd by Gory onyder three years bﬂfore at Mike huz*phy's
home in Big Sur.

‘Be



Tho pre®blem of defining my raletloncship or vy pesltiz:
in tho con community had ofton 1200 ms unsaslolisda. Vil ;
7e0 wy pesition? I finally dofined 1% to =y ot oasisliati= ;
loa a3 "Lgy Director of IHaillmn mf, Iy rslaticnchip to oy= :
colf, to vy fclleow zZon sauﬂﬂnd, to the sSzn pricata, =nd ©> i
tho larzer zen commmunilty had bsen becoming clearar, 12 noj
to myoell, then to Sucukl Roshi, On Dogoanig bl“thdqy, ' ,
Jdn 25th, iochi told me ho felt I should "join the ordar”, ;
{(Cecomz offici~lly a part of th2 saaghal) I 414 not £2321 ;
i could 2handon my responslbilitles to my childran then, oo
I dzellnad, bng as

t I loft the mattor open for conaldoraticn al
gomz futura datc. .

N -7

Dick Bnaker, wno h~=d not had tims to work on the fin-1
edition of B2glnunertsg Mind told me he had turned the mon-

useript ovor Lo Lrudy Dixoone ;

Brsond2d Thvirsday Froapran

Cn Msy 3 a new progrm wis begun-an extended Thursdoy |
mornlng achsdule as folliows: .

5:145 Znazon
633 Corenony
210 Locture

7:00 ¥inhin
7+10 DPreakfast in Zsndo .
8:00 Vork meeting

8:05 Viork Feriocd

9:2 Cle~n up

9:20 Zooen

10:15 Dilgcussion & Coffec

in hcuse
11:00 Zazen (without priest)

Thils progr:am weg folloved on an averase of 2 times a monihy
alvernating with a short progr-om ending at 3:30 Lollowlng
an informal breskfast in the house,

Dolrus=n
e sy

On 1.y 16th, oshl held Doltus-n for membors of Hallm
Zondo., It had becn hoped that thils progr m would becomd
a vontiaulayx part of our extonded Thursdy program so thal
memvers could avall themselves of Dokus.in at least once a
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vonth 1f thoy 90 desirads Bub bazeouso floshl wos wnabla 6o
coma to Hailmy Zenso oxzort infroguently now, bacoroa of
hig neod to divide himself tobwoon tho monaotery ond tho
termnle in San Prancisgsco this progr:m was abandonod aftor
o ontie
chenTord Faclon Semlnar
Cn thy voskend of llay 24 to llay 27 a sesshin oponcorzd
by the Stanford Esnlon Grour and led by Caino Sensol and
Silar Hozdley was held at Hailu Zende, out £0 people
ctﬁehd:d the first évenings. By the timo tho segshin endad
thore ware 12 to 14 left. The schadule for the szgshin
was o3 folleude
Pridoy, ilag £5 Sunday lay 23
8100 Pells Zrton 6:00 A,li,
8:C0 P,lly Kirnhin 5:30 A,
8:10 7,17, Oryokl instruction 6240 AL,
- 9220 Feds To2 7210 44,
Zazen 7230 Al
Moy 2%, Saturday B30 Alle
S:00 AL,
7300 A1, ~7on 9110 A.ile
7230 4,1, Flnhin 940 AWl
7:20 YW, Zoczen 0:50 AWM,
8:10 *.N. Service 11400 A M,
8:20

-

Aoty Crepgitfast
Braak
9320 A, Vorik
10530 A, Zozzn
11:00 4,71, Kinhin
131:10 Al Lc,ture
12:20 F.l1s Zozen
12:S Tells Service
1:00 TFalls Lunch
EBronak
2:00 FL 1, Zazen
130 Fells Kinhin

2:40 PGlls Taa

3:00 TFGll. End

.
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£0, aftcr havieg oad wilh

Lo o1 "7"’"" I hed doinoan wi y;) fim in Hadlm
13 him I haid deeldod to iceopte
o mo frem my tloo to E-ilma A nnd
nLe 4 pew arda. L oot 2trxud with reonz

effors to find somoone to tali? ny poslbtilon,

109

I"27 Loy Dircghor
Cn Jumn 22 Lo, A mIaTozs wno hod Toor
givhing rormlarl L for Wous a Far, 4L o
could Lo intorosted im vovlng into H» ?1 ‘n with nis £omlly
o ©-ko ovep the zondo nl tio of my e hildran, n gy O
Leog ongd Hory Kayo coeortode Thoy tezan loolxing for tomogmi:
0 reny tholr nema In 30w Jege and I bogan e roorz-anleod
b o (~nd my neesonerl 147g) for the cnangze It woo 17
orisind vlen to go to Tassajora for nbut o yoar of traine
ing tooalinning in Oetobeor,
. o dflﬁtﬂ“f e, detl st
g Paainnonly Mind Lests U ’7 ; Ny YA —
in ‘uﬁu:'/r}u17 Blmon sond 2 thu -inal Arfs of ¢ho [
bheolr of lecturo oha nnd Heon ro2dliting. Sta had WF’UJ?“
1 £ino inuPOQLCuiCﬂ, orz-oalcod the loctures and rolidcheod
theme It mado 4 £ino coliocetion,  Sh2 intoxnizd to g$iva i
tho btopelr to Dler Dior 0 S U to "Tuttlo? publiahins co,

in Jpane

md had snomm

i

|

!

{ o
L\\wagp hin ko to

Tubsle?s editor hud rand

inktercat In the boolle

to d von in OcSobor mruiy thought 1t mould 1=
e the boolt hiimself,
Cnonma of Dlrgectors
Loz and Maory Kayo mmd *tholr ttn younz

wd Darld, roved into i il _
8 thoy agcushenad themse

Q. monen whil

T in

Septombor,.

f:nr cf tihe

Sinco Diclkk

lveas to the

v

«dv mt agoous

lectursl

was going

cnlldran, darglo
I sbav2l on

naw JOO and

envlvennmente.  They od o hed aulck!y, net onoy o b I0b of
mon i bae zen gmowy, hut of acting as foster : arents to
ny two youngest tean age glrlsg, K.tay sad 4inno.
Leawvip- sisihkn
Gn depcembar I0 I e oont my oot wight b Ak ile
Yaece wen 3o undinished ULJS"VSS cucti o Lo b nsfer
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of the ownershir of the housa to the Zen group, but I left
this businszas to be completed by Les Kuyes

I did not go directly tn Tassajara ns I orizinally
planced, but inste-d spent four months living 'nd prooilzing
with anothesr zen student, Billl Smilth. I attended zZacen

cnly cccoasionally at Hailtu Zendo.

'a I finlsh this report on February 5, 1969, I expsct
to le-ve for Tassajara in thiree days for the spring tralning
gcasion, I have declided to postpone my ordination indefin-
Gt_Olyt )
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