THREE YEARS AGO when Peter Schneider was President of Zen Center and
Editor of the Wind Bell he spent time with Suzuki-roshi gathering material for a
Wind Bell about his life and practice in Japan as 2 boy and a man before coming
to America. Roshi asked that it not be published while he was alive. The follow-
ing is a brief part of the story gathered by Peter.

Shunryu Suzuki-roshi was born in 1904 in Tsuchisawa, Kanagawa Prefecture.

His father Sogaku Suzuki was a Soto Zen priest and Roshi. Instead of following
the custom of becoming the direct disciple of his father, Shunryu left home and
school when he was 13 to become the youngest disciple of his father's disciple,
Gyakuju So-on-roshi of Zoun-in, who was one of the leading teachers of the Soto
School at that time, Within a few years the four other disciples of that period

had run away to avoid the strenuous practice, but Shunryu remained at Zoun-in
until he was 19. At that point So-on-roshi sent his disciple to the high school
attached to Komazawa University, and Shunryu continued on into his undergrad-
uate studies. In his junior year he moved into the house of Mrs, Ransom, his
English teacher, as her helper. She was British and had been the tutor of the last
Manchu Emperor, and was then tutoring the Japanese Crown Prince, as well

as teaching at Komazawa. At first Mrs. Ransom teased Shunryu about his super-
stitious religion, but eventually she became his first convert. After Shunryu
completed his senior year and thesis (on bowing) at Komazawa, he went on to
become a monk at Eiheiji. Mrs. Ransom visited him there for six weeks as a student,

After one year at Eiheiji, Shunryu entered Sojiji and remained there another six
months. (Eiheiji and Sojiji are the two head training monasteries of the Soto Zen
School.) Previous to this So-on-roshi had moved to a much larger head temple,
Rinso-in in Yaizu, and his disciple was made the priest of Zoun-in. However, upon
leaving Sojiji, Shunryu asked Gyakuju So-on’s permission to let him teach the
Dharma in some foreign land, maybe North America, but So-on-roshi refused,
saying that Shunryu must stay at Zoun-in and also must help rebuild Rinso-in.









for a country meditation center, and Richard Baker, then the President of Zen
Center, took him to see Tassajara Hot Springs, a 100-year-old resort deep in the
California coastal meuntains south of Monterey. Students and friends were asked
to help, and the subsequent monastery was dedicated in 1967 as Zenshinji/Zen

Mountain Center. Meanwhile other Zendos, led by alder students from Zen Center,

were being founded in the suburbs of San Francisco. By 1969 Zen Center had
grown too large to continue sharing Sokoji with the patient Japanese laity, and
maoved with Suzuki-roshi into a 50-room, former residence club at 300 Page Street
in San Francisco, where he and his students could practice more clasely together,

In the winter of 1969/70 Suzuki-roshi's health was weakened by influenza. It
remained poor, but he was still able to visit Japan late in the year. There he
tormally recognized as his Dharma heir, Richard Baker, who was then in Japan
studying Buddhism and Japanese culture. In the autumn of 1971, when Suzuki-
roshi became much weaker, Richard Baker returned to San Francisco and
Suzuki-roshi installed him as the second Abbor of Zen Center,

In the early morning of December 4th, about 3 a.m., Suzuki-roshi asked to be
given a bath. He didn't speak afterwards and during the first period of zazen of
the Rohatsu Sesshin, the traditional week of intensive mediration which com-
memorates Buddha's Enlightenment, he died in the presence of Mitsu and
Otohiro Suzuki, and Baker-roshi.
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